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The Last of The Festivals of Zion and What They Mean to
Christianity Today!
Sunday, March 29th @ 10:30 a.m.: Palm Sunday and the Festival of Purim
The children will have their customary march through the
sanctuary waving palms and singing music; PLUS the Sunday
School children will present a skit telling the story of Esther,
the inspiration behind the Jewish Festival of Purim!
Thursday, March 22nd @ 6:30 p.m.: Maundy Thursday Service and the Festival of Passover and Unleavened Bread
Be part of a foot washing and participate in Holy Communion
as we tell the story and take part in the narrative of the Last
Supper celebrated on the Festival of the Passover, the celebration of death passing over the Israelites the night before
the Exodus out of Egypt.
Friday, April 3rd @ 6:30 p.m.: Good Friday Service
Reflecting on the ultimate sacrifice Christ made for our chance
at salvation; with a review of how Christ’s death on the cross
takes the place of the Festival of Atonement as we give thanks
to God for everything He has done for us through His Son Jesus Christ.
th

th

Saturday, April 4 @ 7:00 p.m. and Easter Sunday, April 5 @
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.: Easter and The Festival of First Fruits
A celebration of Christ’s death and resurrection and its parallels to First Fruits through the Sacrament of Holy Communion
and an Exchange of Loaves of Bread from the altar! Please
make your favorite loaf of bread and bring it to Church Easter
Sunday to put on the altar before service and each person
and/or family can take a loaf of bread home to break over their
Easter meal to remember all Jesus Christ has done for us all!
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New Heights with Pastor Jeff
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Did you ever notice that as Christians we talk a lot more about the
death of Jesus Christ more than his resurrection? Granted, the
atonement, the voluntary death of the perfect Son of God on the
cross was and is the ultimate sacrifice for all our sins and rightfully
should be thought of, spoke about and worshiped consistently, but
without the resurrection we celebrate on Easter, where would we be?
Nowhere. We would be the walking dead living an aimless life with no hope on the
way to our inevitable damnation, because without Christ rising from the dead there
would no life to look forward to, no goal, no meaning nor purpose, no hope! But because Christ rose from the dead His sacrifice means so much more, that is why
Easter is the holiest day of the year and the reason for so much celebration!
So I ask you, while you celebrate Easter this year will you take at least a couple moments with the group of people you are celebrating with to thank God for giving us
this hope through Jesus Christ...And may I ask you, and the group you are celebrating with, to come up with one way that each of you or as a group you can offer that
hope to someone who does not have it directly or through the ministry of Centenary
UMC.

Is there anything more important as Christians and members and friends of Centenary UMC we could give God on Easter than that? So, in addition to the baskets
of candy, the decorated eggs and the wonderful food we give each other on Easter,
let's remember the gift of eternal life Christ has given us, and use this Easter holiday
as an opportunity to pass on the gift hope and eternal life to someone else in need
of it.
Happy Easter,

PJ

Monthly Potlucks Starting in April
In the interest of creating more opportunities for members and friends of Centenary
UMC to build and grow in relationships with each other, we will now have a potluck
lunch the first Sunday of every month after the 10:30 a.m. worship service. The first
potluck will be on Easter Sunday, April 5. Everyone is asked to bring a dish to pass,
your own table settings (plates, cups, napkins, silverware) for you and your family,
and then to feed your souls and your stomachs in celebration of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ on Easter Sunday and the first Sunday of every
month from now on as we gather for a good old fashioned Methodist Potluck!
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Centenary UMC At A Glance
March Statistics
Total Offering:

Attendance:
(Sat 7, Sun 9 & 10:30)

Feb 28 & Mar 1
Mar 7 & 8
Mar 14 & 15
Mar 21 & 22
Mar 28 & 29

$3,057
$1,227
$1,370
$2,578
Not available

Feb 28 & Mar 1
Mar 7 & 8
Mar 14 & 15
Mar 21 & 22
Mar 28 & 29

16, 20, 71
4, 16, 67
NS, 15, 53
17, 18, 74
Not available

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving
The Finance Committee would like to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a
way to automate your regular weekly offering. Not only is electronic giving from a
checking or savings account convenient for individual congregation members, but it also provides much-needed donation
consistency for our church.
As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving. Authorization forms and additional information are
available from the church office.
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Meetings and News
April Administrative Meetings
Monday, April 13th
6:00 – Finance
7:00 – Church Council

All committee chairs should plan to attend or send someone from their committee
to report. Please make sure that by the Thursday prior to the day that you email
the office with your report update.

Confirmation Class is at 6:00 p.m. every
Sunday night.

Limited-Term Service/Ministry Opportunity
Thanks to the Memorial Committee, we have a beautiful new notification board by
the Narthex entrance to post announcements, etc. in. This creates an opportunity for
a Notice Board Steward. This is a short-term opportunity to help keep the church
and community up-to-date on what is going on at CUMC. For a period of 3 months,
the Steward would be responsible for both the new case on the Narthex wall as well
as the older case on Church St. Duties would include changing lettering and posting
flyers for special events (as provided by the office) as well as cleaning the glass
doors. I estimate the time commitment required to be 20 minutes every other week.
This is a great opportunity for someone to do a very useful service for the church
with a limited-time commitment. No special skills are required, but someone with a
visual eye would be fantastic. If you are interested in helping to keep everyone informed about what is going on at CUMC, please contact the office.
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Sunday School News
Spring has sprung and many opportunities are blooming in our Sunday school program. We rejoiced Palm Sunday with a lively music performance by all children, and
3rd-6th Grade classes acted out a skit about Queen Esther. Thank you to all the students, volunteers and parents who made this Palm Sunday so special!
Sunday school staff will be hosting an Easter party for students on Easter Sunday,
April 5 from 9 to 10 a.m. in the fellowship hall. Be sure your child doesn't miss out and
can learn more about the real reason behind Easter.
On April 12, children 1st through 8th grade will be going to Shullsburg Home to do a
musical performance and share in an activity and snack with the residents. We will
meet in the fellowship hall at 9 a.m., and children can be picked
up in the fellowship hall at 10 a.m. that day. Pre-K through 5K
will have regular class time. Make sure your child is there on
time to partake in this wonderful act of kindness.
You may have heard at the end of this year I will be stepping
down from the Sunday school coordinator position. It has been
a wonderful year, and I'm so grateful to have worked with so
many good people. This ministry is still very near and dear to
my heart, and I hope to be very active next year as well and maybe potentially lead
again in the future. This opens an opportunity for others to lead in this wonderful ministry. It's such a blessing to watch so many children learn about the love God has for
them. If you're feeling called to be a part of Sunday school leadership please speak
with Jeff or me. And thank you for all the support you have given me as a congregation.

Tara Teasdale, Sunday School Coordinator and Staff

Adult Sunday School News
In January, the Adult Sunday School Class decided to begin studying “The Purpose
Driven Life” by Rick Warren. Although it is intended to be a 40-day study, we will be
taking our time and adapting the materials to fit our class study
style. And although some of Reverend Warren’s theology does
not really jive with our traditional Wesleyan theology, the book
has a lot to offer to help us learn about the Bible and God’s
purpose for us. It is sure to generate some good discussion on
Sunday mornings that that should keep us thinking for the
whole week. Our class meets at 9:00 on Sunday mornings in the Serenity Room, and
we always have coffee and tea and usually some kind of treats. Join us while the kids
are in their Sunday School or as a prelude to the 10:30 Worship.
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Retired & Re-Fired Small Group
It was an exciting month! We have so much fun that we decided to meet 3 times.
We worked on making Easter Cards. We want to thank Barb Teutschmann for making the bows we used on the cards, Donna Foley for her wonderful design help, and
Mary Gensler for her great ideas. Everyone had such a great time helping make
them.
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 12:00 Noon in the Serenity
Room. Just bring your lunch and join us. We’ll have the coffee pot on and hot water
for tea. Get re-fired for the next chapter of your life.

Betty Gleason,

Retired & Re-fired Small Group Leader

Audio & Video Ministry
Volunteers are invited to sign up to assist with CUMC's Video Ministry at its
10:30 a.m. Sunday service. A sign-up sheet with calendar pages for the
first quarter of 2015 is located on the table outside the church office. A brief demonstration on how to set up the video camera is available to all volunteers!

Eugene Uehling
Each week on our colored Here I Am To Worship Cards that you receive in your bulletin,
there are three boxes that you can check off:
Were you one of the:
30% who took a break from serving
50% who served the church at least 1 hour
20% who talked or prayed with someone about their relationship
with Jesus Christ.
So please remember to check your boxes!

Open Hearts

Open Minds

Open Doors

We are the people of the United Methodist Church!
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CUMC Going Above and Beyond
April Missional Giving
Mission money collected this month will go to purchase Action
Bibles, the Bible most handed-out by Pastor Jeff in our community. If you would like to give to a different ministry, just write
it on your envelope, but if you don’t, it will go to this month’s
cause.

Food Pantry Giving
We collected around 21 items for our March collection.
Thank you to everyone who brought something in! For
the month of April we are collecting Peanut Butter & Jelly .
We will be collecting these until April 16.

Gingerbread House Preschool
Gingerbread Preschool has openings for children 3-4 year olds. School
days are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8-11 a.m. from September through May. For more information in enrolling your child contact
Becky Upmann at 482-3920 or gingerbreadpreschool@hotmail.com.

Bingo at the Manor

If you like to play bingo, then come to the Lafayette Manor
in Darlington on Wednesday, April 29 and play Bingo from
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Newsletter content deadline: 20th of the month
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CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CUMC CHURCH COUNCIL
February 16, 2015

Present: Pastor Jeff, Becky Upmann, Dawn Gobrecht, Lisa Diedrich, John Walker,
Pam Teasdale, Katrina Gleason, Tara Teasdale, Becky Mootz, Cherie Uehling, Eugene Uehling.
Agenda:
1: Opening Prayer- Pastor Jeff opened with a prayer.
2: Pastor’s Report- We looked over the reports. No one had any questions. Pastor
Jeff asked everyone their opinions on the reports. Asked them to look at them more
closely. Discussed ways to get more people to come to church, and those that drop
off their kids for Sunday School to stay for service.
3: Secretaries Report- Went over the reports. Fix the mistakes that needed to be
fixed. It was passed.
4: Finance Report- We went over the bank statements, they were initialed. Looked
over the monthly reports. We will
need 1,181.05 more to pay all of February’s
bills. We have paid $383 of the $1969 in apportionments for the month. We will not
be paying additional apportionments this month.
5: Old Business-None
6: Committee Reports
A) Trustees- John gave the budget to us. Doug Champion has been hired to do
the snow removal at the church. Brad had a meeting with them about the Vision
report. They have had no contact with the other churches about getting help for
the other trustee building. Pam said she would look into this and have some information at the next meeting.
B) SPRC-Dawn stated that they met with Brad. Went over the 5 year plan. They
meet on March 22nd and hope to discuss the nursery situation and raises.

C) Memorial- No one here to report.
D) Nurture & Care- Lisa stated that they met and went over the 5-7 year plan.
They are working on a draft. they
E) Fellowship Group- They had a funeral luncheon and donated all the food for
this. There will be no Pasty Bake in March. There will be a Benefit for the
Searles family on March 1st.
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F) Outreach- Marlene Stewart will be the new Outreach Chair. Katrina, Becky and
Tara gave a presentation to help committees run more smoothly. They will be
willing to meet with all the chairs to help them make the ladder work for their
group.
G) Youth- Eugene had nothing to report this month.
H) Sunday School-Tara stated that they will have bells on February 22nd. The 7th
and 8th grade classes are helping lead the Benefit. If you have any questions
contact Kristin. They will have a skit on Palm Sunday. Tara met with Brad and
went over the 5-7 year plan.
I) Additional Committee –There will be no Car Show this year. Jeff would still like
to have the outdoor service. We will be starting to have a potluck lunch after
service on the first Sunday of the month. Starting in April.
Next Meeting March 9th, 7pm
Submitted By: Becky Upmann

BIKER BLESSING
Sunday April 26th
Following the 10:30 a.m. Praise Service
At Centenary UMC
Worship at Centenary UMC
During the 10:30 a.m.
Praise Service located at
212 W. Church St.
Shullsburg, WI.
Lots of Parking Around
Badger Park.

Drive up to the main
entrance at the top of the
hill after the service and
Pastor Jeff will anoint
your bike with oil and
pray for protection for you
and your bike this
summer.
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April
Worship
April 4 & 5

April Birthdays
1 Marjorie Hall
1 Jadyn Meyer
1 Garrett Paulson
1 Heath Poppy
1 Bruce Russell
1 Makaylah Santiago
2 Chet Scott
3 Marlene Stewart
4 Dan Sigwarth
5 Debbie Russell
6 Mick Curran
6 Todd Hauser
6 Dennis Redfearn
8 Marvin Russell
10 Aletris Sandlin
10 Kevin Shawcross
10 Rich Wotnoske
11 Sandy Russell
11 Joelle Sigwarth
12 Austin Ubersox
13 Jean Anderson

13 Lexi Olson
14 Riley Gobrecht
14 Jean Edge
14 Pam Harker
14 Shay Lierman
16 Janet Wymore
17 Brianna Hinzman
17 Lois Finnigan
18 Conner Crotty
18 Keith Wymore
20 Terri Byrd
21 David Ingram
21 Marsha Kremer
23 Harry Blackbourn, Sr.
24 Nick Reddington
24 Sharon Woodworth
28 Anna Hartung
29 Madison Wymore
29 Dylan Gile
30 Crystal Metcalf

A p r i l A n n i v er s a r i e s
4 Hal & Sherry Ubersox
5 Dan & Brenda Whitford
6 Gary & Sandy Hittenmiller
19 Dennis & Joy Redfearn
22 Albert & Shirley Gensler
23 Joe & Julie Thompson
25 Larry & Donna Foley

Festivals of Zion Part 6:
The Passover
Exodus 12:1-28, 23:10-15

April 11 & 12

Christian Community:
Part 1
1 Corinthians 12:12-26

April 18 & 19

Christian Community:
Part 2
1 Corinthians 2:6-16,
Matthew 18:20

April 25 & 26

Song of Songs: God’s
Guide to Romance, Desire
& True Love
Song of Songs 1:1-2:7

27

26

28

21

.

14

.

7

.

Tue

29

22
6:30 Financial Peace
growth grp.
6:30 Daniel Plan
growth grp.

6:30 Financial Peace
growth grp.
6:30 Daniel Plan
growth grp.

15

6:30 Financial Peace
growth grp.
6:30 Daniel Plan
growth grp.

8

1.

Wed

30

23

5:00 Food Pantry

16

9

2

Thu

24

17

10

3

Pastor Jeff’s
Day Off

Pastor Jeff’s
Day Off

Pastor Jeff’s
Day Off

Pastor Jeff’s
Day Off

Fri

7:00 Casual Worship

25

7:00 Casual Worship

18

7:00 Casual Worship

11

7:00 Casual Worship

4

Sat

Special thanks to Tony & Diane Anderson for preparing the mailing of the February & March newsletters.

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Hymn Worship
10:30 Praise Service
6:00 Confirmation Class

6:30 Bad Girls of the
Bible growth grp.
7:00 Braver Women
growth grp

20

19 9:00 Hymn Worship

9:00 Sunday School
10:30 Praise Service
11:45 SPRC & Youth Grp.
6:00 Confirmation

6:30 Bad Girls of the
Bible growth grp.
7:00 Braver Women
growth grp.

13

12

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Hymn Worship
10:30 Praise Service
6:00 Confirmation Class

6:30 Bad Girls of the
Bible growth grp.
7:00 Church Council

6

6:00 Finance Comm. mtg.

Easter Sunday

Mon

9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Hymn Worship
10:30 Praise Service
11:45 Pot Luck Lunch

5

Sun
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Sunday Service
Praise Worship Service at
10:30 music by
Ed Santiago

Easter Potluck after 10:30 a.m. Praise Service, Sunday April 5th approx. 11:45 a.m.
Come join the Meyer family in the downstairs fellowship Hall for a Easter Potluck!
Everyone is asked to bring a dish to pass, your own table settings (plates, cups, napkins, silverware) for you and your family, and then to feed your souls and your stomachs in celebration of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on Easter
Sunday! (CUMC will now have a potluck
lunch the first Sunday of every month after
the 10:30 a.m. worship service, so circle
the first Sunday of every month on your
calendar!)

A Vision For Our Church
"Centenary UMC will continue to be THE place to be for weekend worship. People
will often drive by this church and think, 'That place is packed: I wonder what I’m
missing?' Through our church culture and worship atmosphere we will provide the
spiritual spark for people to see God in their daily lives and grow in their
understanding, ministry and faithful relationship with Him.”

