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Greetings,
Just what is ethical? I have, on occasion been able to teach
college level courses on ethics. Sexuality, Spirituality, and
Loving (a Christian sexual ethics course) and Themes and
Issue in Christian Ethics (an overview of ethics and how
Christians ethics view certain topics). The discussions in
the classes always were fascinating.
More than once in the classes the idea of the “circle of unintended consequences” has
arisen. For those of you who might be unfamiliar with this concept, the basic idea is
that everything that we do in life produces consequences – some of which we foresee
and others that are unforeseen. The unforeseen consequences are the aforementioned “unintended consequences.”
The best physical illustration that I can share is tossing a rock into a still pond. From
the point of impact with the water, waves move outward in a circle until they encounter
something that breaks them (like the shore) or dissipate because they are so far removed from the source. In our lives we often encounter these “ripples” of consequence. We might be able to predict with relative certainty the first few ripples closest
to the decision but often times we fail to predict (or simply have no way of knowing)
what those broader ripples become as they move away from our decision or action.
Hence the “circle of unintended consequences.”

Life would be so much simpler if we could just know all the consequences before we
decide things and/or act. Sadly, we all know this isn’t the case. Take hope in knowing
that we have a God of grace and love who will help us through the “unintended consequences.”
Until Next Time,

Pastor Stanton

Coffee & Conversation
Coffee and Conversation is now on Tuesdays.
Same time, 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., at the Crooked
Canvas. Stop by for a chat and a drink!
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Centenary UMC at a Glance
March Statistics
Total Offering:

Attendance:

(regular offering, not earmarks)

March 3, 4 & 7
March 10, 11 & 14
March 17, 18, 21
March 24 & 25

$3030
2,347
1,483
1,639

(Sat 7, Sun 9 & 10:30, Wed 6:30)

March 3, 4 & 7
March 10, 11 & 21
March 17, 18, 21
March 24, 25

Enjoy the Convenience of
Electronic Giving
Remember the Convenience of Electronic
Giving

The Finance Committee would like to remind
you that we offer electronic giving as a way to
automate your regular weekly offering. Not only is electronic giving from a checking or savings account convenient for individual congregation members, but it also provides muchneeded donation consistency for our church.
As you contemplate future contributions,
please consider electronic giving. Authorization forms and additional information are available from the church office.

Weekly
Totals

19, 14, 25, 25 83
13, 16, 36, 35 100
10, 11, 31, 25 77
37, 72
109

April Worship
April 1 & 4

The Joke’s on You
Acts 10:34-43

April 8 & 11

The Church of Facebook
Acts 4:32-35

April 15 & 18

Favored Child
Acts 3:12-19

April 22 & 25
Imagine
Acts 4:5-12

April 29 & May 2

Guest Speaker Jeff Eastlick
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Upcoming Events
Biker Blessing
Sunday, May 6
following Sunday 10:30 a.m. Praise Service
Drive up to the main entrance on Monroe St.
(by the park), and Pastor Stanton will anoint
your bike with oil and pray for protection for you
and your bike this summer.

Mission Guatemala!!
I, Pastor Stanton, want to invite you to consider participating in a phenomenal mission
opportunity.
Mission Guatemala is a United Methodist related ministry that
operates a clinic and a preschool feeding program in San Andrés Semetabaj, Guatemala, whose mission is to help meet the
basic needs and improve the quality of life of under-served and
impoverished Guatemalan peoples through health, education and nutrition initiatives and
missionary service. Guatemala is one of the poorest countries in the western hemisphere ranking fourth in the world for child malnutrition.
Tom Heaton, a United Methodist Pastor from the Indiana conference, has two sons
adopted from Guatemala. After several years of selling fair trade crafts to help the orphanages and children’s related ministries in Guatemala, he formed Mission Guatemala
in the spring of 2009.

Bingo at the Manor

If you like to play bingo, then come to the Lafayette Manor
in Darlington on Wednesday, April 25 and play Bingo with
the residents from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
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Yes! I want to attend the Spring Women’s Retreat!

Name ___________________________________
E-mail ______________________________________
Phone ____________________
Spots will fill up fast, so please let the office know if you are
interested in attending.
There is a $20 deposit due ASAP to reserve your room.
This money will go towards your room amount.
Prices: 1-person room $195,
2-person room $110/person,
and 3-person room $81/person.

Open Hearts

Open Minds

Open Doors

We are the people of the United Methodist Church!
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Meetings and News
April Administrative Meetings
Monday, April 9
6:00 – Finance
7:00 – Church Council

Retired & Re-Fired Small Group
The weather is getting better, and we’re looking forward to more of our folks getting
out and about. In fact, the Retired & Re-Fired group went to the movies on Saturday,
March 31. We saw “I Can Only Imagine.” Join us on one of our April meetings.
April 9 — Celebration of our birthdays and anniversaries.
Lunch will be provided.

April 23 — Bring your own lunch.

Betty Gleason,

Retired & Re-fired Small Group Leader

Fellowship Group News
Many thanks to all who brought milk, juice, rolls, egg bake and who helped serve our
Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 1. Many hands make light work.
Reminder of our pasty bake set for Saturday, April 7. Prep on Friday, April 6 starting
at 5:30 in the kitchen and then the Pasty bake on Saturday will start at 6:30 am. To
order pasty, please call the church office 608-965-3455. Come for the fun and fellowship and great pasties!!!
Thank you to all for the prayers and concerns for John as he is
home, doing well and waiting to start radiation on April 2.
God Bless and Happy Spring!

Pam Harker, Fellowship Group
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Sunday School News
Congratulations to the Sunday school children for reaching their Heifer International
fundraising goal and beyond! The children raised over $300! This will provide struggling families with a water buffalo, flock of chickens, and a share of a pig.
The children did an excellent job waving palms and singing for their
performance on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. April 8 will be a
fun day to celebrate all of their efforts through Lent. We will have
cinnamon rolls, a petting zoo, and fun activities!

Our next musical performance will be May 13 for Mother’s Day, and
our Award Ceremony and last day of Sunday School will be May 20. Any child 3
years through 8 grade is invited to join us Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall at
9:15 A.M.

Tara Teasdale & Pam Harker, Sunday School Coordinators

Youth Group News
Calling all youth grades 6-12! Youth group meets WEEKLY! upstairs in the sanctuary every
Sunday from 6:00-7:15 p.m. Bring your friends, and we’ll see you there!
April schedule:
April 1: No group– Happy Easter
April 8: Movie Outing—Meet at the church at 11:45 a.m.
April 15: 6:00 at the church
April 22: 6:00 at the church - God, Devil, Bob
April 29: 6:00 at the church

Youth Group Leaders & Volunteers

The people you love need the transforming grace that only Jesus Christ can bring.
Invite the people you love to Jesus!
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Wednesday Night Dinner, Worship & Children’s Church
Try out our new worship format on Wednesday evenings. Rather than having the
Wednesday meal at 5:30 p.m. and then break with worship in the sanctuary at 6:30
p.m., the new format begins with Wednesday meal at 5:30
p.m. in the fellowship hall, and at 6:00 p.m. we begin worship in the fellowship hall while people are finishing their
meals. People who are present for the meal are invited to
continue dining (get seconds, etc.) while we worship. It is
hoped that we might have a greater level of fellowship and
participation with this format.
So, if you are not free for worshipping at CUMC on Saturday or Sunday, would you consider Wednesday night? If
you are out of town for the weekend or have sporting
events or other obligations, Wednesday dinner and worship provide an excellent opportunity to make sure that
you have a time to grow closer to God and to each other in
worship. And the best part is that you don't even have to
make dinner for your family, so Wednesday nights can be a good time to relax and
enjoy time with them and God in worship.

Wednesday Night Ministry Team

Wednesday Night Cooking Schedule

We have many different people cooking for our Wednesday dinners. Each month in the
newsletter I will post the schedule so that those who have signed up to help will have a
reminder, and so that our friends who attend Wednesdays will know who to thank for
their delicious meals!
April Cooking Schedule:

April 4
April 11
April 18
April 25

Joann Kohl
Lisa Cockroft
Lenora Cherry
Kim Brown

Many thanks to our helpers who work to help serve
and/or clean each week. If you love to cook or help out by serving or cleaning, we are
looking to add to our team. We have a lot of fun in the kitchen! It is a lot of work, so
many hands would help to make lighter work. If you would like to help out, contact Dawn
Gobrecht at 482-0822 or Becky Upmann at the church office at 965-3455.
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Going Above and Beyond as Stewards of CUMC
Food Pantry Giving
We collected 67 items for our March collection.
Thank you to everyone who brought something
in! For the month of April we are collecting
canned tuna. Distribution will be on Thursday,
April 19.

April Missional Giving
Mission money collected this month will go to Family Advocates in Platteville. Family Advocates is a nonprofit organization providing services for victims of sexual assault and family/partner abuse, counseling, advocacy, crisis intervention, support groups, emergency shelter and more. Family Advocates serves residents of Grant, Iowa and Lafayette Counties through offices in each county. All services are free and confidential.
Speakers are available for community organizations. If
you would like to give to a different ministry, just write it on
your envelope, but if you don’t, it will go to this month’s cause.

Sunday Coffee
Fellowship News
If you are willing to bring snacks for fellowship between the two Sunday services, and following the 10:30 service,
please sign up on the sheet in the back of
the sanctuary or contact the church office
at 965-3455. A fund
has been established
to help defray the
costs—just let the office know if you need
to access these funds.

Baptism in March
Vaeda Frontz
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Church Council Meeting
February 12, 2018
Minutes

Present: Pastor Stanton, Tina Cruse, Pam Harker, Art Finnigan, Lois Finnigan, Jon Gobrecht,
Jamie Roberts, Mike Cherry, Rod Stewart, Mary Gensler, Tara Teasdale, Becky Upmann
Agenda:
Opening Prayer: Stanton led us in prayer and read a devotional prayer.
Church Council Chair Report:
• Art just wanted to say Congrats to Jon for becoming the Trustee Chair and for all he has
gotten done so far. Art stated he is happy with what Jon has been able to get caught up on
so far.
Pastor Report:
• Special Charge Conference- This will be held on Monday February 26 at 6:00 p.m.
• LLC Discussion- It was brought up about the process that LLC does for renewing and removing of members, Stanton will talk to the LLC members about coming to council in June
and having a meeting.
• Bible Study-Pastor Stanton will be having a Bible study on Faith and Sharing and would
like all the Ad Council members to attend. This will start on Tuesday, February 27 at 6:00
p.m. and will run for 6 weeks.
• Stanton discussed having a once a month bible study, he is still determining a date and
time.
• He will be doing a weekly bible study, that will be on Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. beginning
March 7.
• Discussed starting a worship committee. Meeting will be held Wednesday February 28 at
7:00 p.m.
• Discussed the Mission Guatemala that is going to be this year.
Secretaries Report: Motion made by Pam Harker to approve the minutes. All aye, Minutes approved after fixed.
Committee Reports:
Nurture ( Now includes the following committees: TLC, Christian Education, Youth Group,
Retired & Re-fired Group, Fellowship Group, Wednesday Night)
TLC- They have had 3 meetings. They have discussed a lot of things that they are going to be working on over the next few months.
Sunday School- They are doing a fundraiser right now, Heifer International. Tara was
in contact with Marlene who coordinates the monthly missions and asked her if it
would work to have that as March’s mission and she agreed. The kids will be singing on Palm Sunday and having a fund day on Easter Sunday. The number of kids
is down.
Nurture- Pam is looking to have a meeting Wednesday March 7 after service.
Fellowship Group- They are tentatively having a Pasty Bake March 24, with a meeting
that day during pasty baking. They had a funeral that went smoothly.
Adult Sunday School– Going well.
Youth- They are doing well. Numbers are steady.
Retired & Re-Fired-They are doing well.
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Outreach
•

They will be having a meeting on Wednesday February 21 after Service.

Food pantry- Mary Owen is picking up commodities and will need help unloading. Tina will be
gone in March for food pantry and is looking for help.
Trustees•

Jon started off by stating that at the last Trustees meeting Pastor Stanton explained that
Eugene Uehling was no longer on Trustees. Mike Cherry nominated Jon Gobrecht, all were
in favor of Jon being Trustee Chair. Jon Gobrecht has accepted the position of Chair of
Trustees. Jon went on to give the report for what happened at the meeting.

•

They discussed the deck, front retaining wall, floor upstairs at the church, getting the dryer
fixed at the parsonage, converting the bulbs at the church to LED, discussed having a secretary for the trustees.

•

Next meeting, went over the 3 bids for the upstairs floor, more information is needed. Discussed buying 4inch led lights, Motion made by Mike Cherry, second by Jamie Roberts, all
in favor of Purchasing the bulbs and converting to led, Motion approved. Discussed getting
approval on spending up to $1,000 on maintenance with out needing approval from council,
between meetings. Approval just from Chair to keep work on parsonage going. Motion by
Mike Cherry, second by Charles Searles all in favor, Motion Approved. Discussed replacing
the water fountain we have now with one that has a bottle filler option, they will work on getting prices from Kern and Reilly Plumbing.

•

Becky Upmann will get all the paperwork taken care of at Shullsburg Community bank, Edward Jones, Wisconsin Foundation and Clare Bank.

SPRC•

Discussed the as needed position for helping Su with Janitorial work, Becky will put in the
Bulletins and on the PowerPoint, and Newsletter. All of council were ok with this.

Memorial:
•

Mary stated that nothing new has happened. She has gotten a little money in.

Finance Report:
•

For our January giving, tithing 10% of our General giving to Apportionments, we were able
to send and additional $809.

•

We will put pie chars in bulletins for a few weeks.

•

We have received 16 pledge cards so far.

•

Discussed the TLC/Stewardship meetings, and what they have discussed to work on over
the next few months.

Next Meeting March 12 @ 7pm.
Submitted by: Becky Upmann
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From Our Parish Nurse…...
April is Distracted Driving Awareness Month
Any moment your eyes are off the road or your hands are off the wheel, you put yourself in a dangerous driving situation. Even sending what you believe to be a quick
text message takes your eyes off the road for an average of five seconds. This is similar to driving 100 yards — or the length of a football field — at 40 mph with your eyes
closed, which is something you certainly would never want to chance. That’s why it is
always necessary to avoid any and all distractions while driving, no matter how small
or brief they may seem.
April is nationally recognized as Distracted Driving Awareness Month, so now is a perfect time to share some tips to help you beat distracted driving from AARP Driver
Safety. The four tips below are designed to help you minimize the distractions that
can make driving needlessly more dangerous:
1. Unplug — Keep your cell phone in an accessible place but not in one where you
can see it light up for every notification you receive. Your cell phone should also be
on silent mode. Just because your hands aren’t on your phone doesn’t mean the distraction has been eliminated. If a phone call or text message is really important, it’s
best to pull over into a safe location — preferably a parking lot — before using your
phone. You can then safely return to your drive. Features built into our cars can give
us a false sense of safety. More than 30 studies have shown that hands free devices
do not make driving any safer because the brain remains distracted by the conversation. Studies have also shown drivers talking on hands free devices can fail to see up
to 50% of their surroundings.
2. Refuel — Drowsy driving is distracted driving, so never drive when you’re too tired,
and focus on your health. Make sure your sleep routine isn’t affecting your morning
commute. Aim to get the recommended amount of at least 7.5 to 8 hours of sleep
every night. Don’t forget to energize with breakfast before you get in your car, so
you’re not scrambling to unwrap your granola bar at a red light. Moreover, adopt a
habit of drinking water regularly throughout the day. Staying hydrated helps you think
with clarity, which is critical when driving.
3. Focus — Even though roadways are improving shapes and cars are becoming
more high-tech, the driver remains the most important part of the driving experience.
In a French university study of 1,000 drivers who were at fault in a collision, thinking
about things other than driving — or “mind wandering” — was found as the main
cause for nearly 50 percent of the collisions. Therefore, only drive when you’re mentally and physically fit to do so. When you’re behind the wheel, pay attention to what’s
happening all around your vehicle. Frequently scanning your mirrors and watching
your speed will provide you with more control over your vehicle.
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4. Secure your cargo — Rustling and falling items can distract you from the road.
How often have you taken your attention off the road because you heard something
fall in the back seat? While you can’t prevent every distracting noise, you can prevent
loose items from startling you in the event of sudden braking by securing your cargo.
Also, never place smaller items on your lap or on the floor near the driver-side foot
pedals — such as phones, shoes, small bags or This page is provided by our Parish
purses.
Nurse for Centenary UMC:
So remember, a distracted driver is a dangerous Marlene Stewart, RN, BSN, PN, WCC
driver. Let's be safe!
(608) 293-1193

Resource: AARP.ORG/driversafety

Please feel free to call her with any
health questions you might have.

A Note on Borrowing Church Furniture
As garage sale and graduation party season approaches, the church
will be getting numerous requests from people wanting to use tables and
chairs for their events. If you are thinking about using them, please contact
the church office at 608-965-3455.
They will discuss costs, check the church calendar for availability,
and make the necessary arrangements.
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November Birthdays
1
1
1
2
3
4
5
5
6
6
6
7
10
10
10
10
11
11
12
13
13
14
14

Heath Poppy
Bruce Russell
Makaylah Santiago
Chet Scott
Marlene Stewart
Dan Sigwarth
Jim Gratz
Debbie Russell
Mick Curran
Todd Hauser
Dennis Redfearn
Kevin Frontz
Deanna Lyne
Aletris Sandlin
Kevin Shawcross
Rich Wotnoske
Sandy Russell
Joelle Sigwarth
Austin Ubersox
Jean Anderson
Lexi Olson
Jean Edge
Pam Harker

5 Dan & Brenda Whitford
14 Dawn & Jon Gobrecht
19 Dennis & Joy Redfearn

14 Shay Lierman
16 Janet Wymore
17 Brianna Hinzman
17 Lois Finnigan
18 Conner Crotty
18 Keith Wymore
20 Terri Byrd
20 Felyscha Unbehaun
21 David Ingram
21 Marsha Kremer
21 Blake Sandlin
21 Lexus Sandlin
22 Justin Kohl
22 Jackie Wood
23 Harry Blackbourn, Sr.
24 Nick Reddington
24 Sharon Woodworth
24 Jennifer Appel
28 Anna Hartung
29 Madison Wymore
29 Theresa Gratz
29 Dylan Gile
30 Crystal Metcalf

22 Albert & Shirley Gensler
23 Joe & Julie Thompson
25 Larry & Donna Foley

Communion Sunday

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

30

29

9:15 Sunday School
9:30 Palm Sunday Worship
& Sunday School performance
6:00 Youth Group

Noon Retired & Re-Fired

9:00 Hymn Worship
9:15 Sunday School
10:30 Praise Worship
6:00 Youth Group

22

23

16

15

9:00 Hymn Worship
9:15 Sunday School
10:30 Praise Worship
6:00 Youth Group

Noon Retired & Re-Fired
6:00 Finance
7:00 Church Council

9

2

Mon

9:00 Hymn Worship
9:15 Sunday School
10:30 Praise Worship
11:45 Youth Group Outing

8

8:00 Easter Breakfast
9:15 Sunday School
930 Easter Worship

1

Sun

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

7:30 Coffee @ Cr. Canvas

24

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

7:30 Coffee @ Cr. Canvas

17

7:30 Coffee @ Cr. Canvas
6:00 Faith Sharing
Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

10

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

7:30 Coffee @ Cr. Canvas

3

Tue
9:00
5:30
6:00
6:00
7:00

Bible Study
Meal
Praise Worship
Adult Sunday School

Bible Study
Meal
Praise Worship
Adult Sunday School

Bible Study
Meal
Praise Worship
Adult Sunday School

26

4:30 Food Pantry

19

12

5

Thu

27

20

13

6

Fri

Sat

7:00 Lay-Led Worship

28

7:00 Casual Worship

21

7:00 Lay-Led Worship

14

7:00 Lay-Led Worship

7

Special thanks to all the wonderful volunteers that help
prepare the mailing of the newsletters each month.

9:00
5:30
6:00
6:30

25

9:00
5:30
6:00
6:00

18

9:00
5:30
6:00
6:00

11

Bible Study
Meal
Praise Worship
Adult Sunday School
Trustee mtg.

4 Communion Wednesday

Wed
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Sunday Morning Praise
Worship Service at 10:30
Wednesday Night Praise
Worship Service at 6:30

150th Commemorative Plaques
(are still available, contact the office).

$10 each
A Vision For Our Church
"Centenary UMC will continue to be THE place to be for weekend worship. People will often drive
by this church and think, 'That place is packed: I wonder what I’m missing?' Through our church
culture and worship atmosphere we will provide the spiritual spark for people to see God in their
daily lives and grow in their understanding, ministry and faithful relationship with Him.”

