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Greetings, 

Are you a sprinter or a marathon runner?  Now, Iôm not talking 
about a literal race because few of us are actual racers; rather 
Iôm considering our natural modes of operation.   

Sprinters operate out of a mindset that works best with short-
time periods, looming deadlines, and urgency.  Marathon run-

ners, on the other hand, operate out of mindset that works best with long-term plan-
ning, set deadline in the future, and time to accomplish the goals at hand. 

By nature, I am a sprinter.  By nature, Gail is a marathon runner.  As you might imag-
ine this sometimes creates tension for us as we navigate the adventure of life.  Gail 
sometimes get frustrated with me when I allow deadlines to get closer than she would 
like. 

Just as we all have a natural tendency to operate out of a sprinter mindset or mara-
thon runner mindset, so too institutions and organizations operate out of one of these 
mentalities.   

Think for a moment about our churché Is Centenary a church that functions primarily 
as a sprinter?  Or is it a marathon runner?   

The good news is that either mindset can be learned and, truth be told, both need to 
be in place for healthy function.   There are times that I need to be more of a marathon 
runner in my life and I have been trying to become one.  The opposite is also true. 

In the church (Iôm speaking both of the church at large and our congregation specifi-
cally) needs to find a balance between sprinting and running marathons.  I suspect 
that, if we are like most congregations, we are operating more out of a marathon 
mindset then a sprinter mindset.  Our culture, however has become more and more a 
sprinter culture.  How will this affect us going into the future? 

I look forward to discovering this with you. 

Until Next Time, 

Pastor Stanton  
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July Statistics 
                      Attendance:      Weekly 

(Sat 7, Sun 9 & 10:30, Wed 6:30)                 Totals 

June 31, July 1 & 4    7, 32, NS   39 

July 7, 8 & 11    15, 29, 6  50 

July 14, 15 & 18     14, 29, 15  58 

July 21, 22 & 25            17, 26, 15  58 

Total Offering:  
(regular offering, not earmarks) 

June 31, July 1 & 4      $2,363 

July 7, 8 & 11                 1,389 

July 14, 15 & 18         1,899 

July 21, 22 & 25                    753 

Centenary UMC at a Glance 

Money & Your Ministry 
2018 Stewardship Retreat @ Pine Lake Camp 

August 10 & 11 
This stewardship retreat will help clergy and laity learn how to incorporate ñbest practicesò 
of stewardship into their churches and fulfill several requirements of the Stewardship Chal-
lenge Grant 2.0  Workshops will be offered on creating a 3-5 year stewardship plan, year-
round stewardship activities, annual stewardship campaigns, narrative budgets, church fi-
nancial practices, asking for money, and more!  Bring yourself or you team for a weekend 
of food, fellowship, fun, and learning! 

Session 1:  Leadership & Stewardship 

Session 2:  Money & Your Family Story 

Session 3:  God, Money, & You 

For a full list of workshops, see the Foundation website www.WUMF.org. 

Full Retreat (Friday & Saturday, August 10-11) 

Double Occupancy (Rader Retreat Center)  $100 

Single Occupancy (Rader Retreat Center)  $150 

Drive-in Day (Friday 10am-5pm only)  $40 

For additional information, contact Jim Wells jwells@wumf.org or 608-837-9582. 

 

2ôöøĂăôā 4þóðĈˉ 
7)5-#ðüÿĂ˅þāöˢ2ôăāôðăĂ 
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Upcoming Events 

Coffee & Conversation  
Coffee and Conversation is every Monday from 
8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., at the Crooked Canvas.  
Stop by for a chat and a drink! 

August Worship 

 

August 5 & 8 
The Latest Innovations  

in Eating 
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 

 

August 12 & 15 
Lorem Ipsum 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
 

 

August 19 & 22 
Startups 

1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14 
 

August 26 & 29 
Defense Class 

1 Kings 8:22-30, 41-43 

Fall Church Picnic / Family Fun Day 
Sunday, September 9 following worship 

LeAnn Wurtzbacher home, 10165 School St., Gratiot 
Come join your church family and friends at a fall picnic and fun day after church on 
Sunday, September 9!  LeAnn Wurtzbacher will host the festivities at her home in 
Gratiot.  There will be lots of activities for all ages, including zip lining, hiking, swim-
ming, tree swing, go karting, volleyball, badminton, croquet, and a trampoline.  You 
can also bring your own yard games to play!  The meat as well as plates, napkins, 
utensils, etc. will be providedðplease bring your own beverages as well as a dish to 
share.  There will be a sign-up sheet at church to ensure 
that we have a variety of food. 

We look forward to seeing many of you there as we jump 
back into fall!  In order to have enough food, please RSVP 
to the church office by Friday, September 7. 
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Childrenôs Clothing Exchange 
 

Exchange your childrenôs outgrown clothing for clothes that fit! 
Sponsored by Lafayette County Home and Community Education (HCE) 

Hereôs how: 
¶ Gather up your childrenôs outgrown clothing that is clean and in good condi-
tion.  (Newborn through teen sizes.) 

¶ Drop off your clothing to the lower level of the church on Thursday, August 23  
between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.  (or see sign in narthex for other locations) 

¶ Go to the lower level of the Town Bank in Darlington on Saturday, August 25 
between 9:00 a.m. and noon to select your clothing AT NO CHARGE.  All the 
clothing collected throughout the county will be in this one location. 

¶ No outgrown clothes to contribute?  Thatôs okay.  You may still select clothing 
at the Town Bank between 9:00 a.m. and noon. 

¶ Want to contribute but donôt need clothes in return?  Thatôs okay, too.  Simply 
bring your clothing to any collection site. 

Calling all motorcycle and trike riders!  We will be having a fellowship ride fol-
lowing worship on August 19.  We will gather at the church at 11:00 a.m. and 
head out from there.  We will ride for a bit and then find someplace to have 
lunch.  After lunch, those interested can ride a bit more or folks can head their 
separate ways should they desire.  Any questions contact Pastor Stanton at cen-
tenary.umc.pastor@gmail.com. 



 

 

Meetings and News 

August Administrative Meetings 
Monday, August 13 

 

6:00 ï Finance   
 

7:00 ï Church Council 
  

Retired & Re-Fired Small Group  
We celebrated our 5th Birthday with Coffee Fellowship after the 9:30 service on July 
29.  

Now weôre doing some evaluating and planning as we look ahead to 
the years to come.  We hope many more of our church friends will 
find opportunities to join us.  

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays in the Fellowship Hall.  This 
months meetings are: 

Monday, August 13 ð Celebration of our birthdays and anniversaries.  Lunch will be 
provided. 

Monday, August 27 ð Bring your own lunch. 

Betty Gleason, Retired & Re-fired Small Group Leader 
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Youth Group News 
Calling all youth grades 6-12!  Youth group meets MONTHLY dur-
ing the summer!  Bring your friends, and weôll see you there!    

August 17 ð Youth Group Bonfire at Robin Cockrellôs house (680 
Hope St.)  

Meet at 6:00 p.m. for a cookout and bonfire until 9 
p.m.  

Youth Group Leaders & Volunteers  



 

 

Sunday School News 
Sunday school will be starting on September 9 at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Af-
ter classes everyone is invited to 10:30 a.m. service for a Sunday School year bless-
ing, and 3rd grade students will receive their own Bible. 

Children in 4K through 8th grade are invited to join us each week through the school 
year.  Be on the lookout for enrollment forms and parent information letter to be arriv-
ing in the mail soon or outside the church office.  If you are not on our mailing list, 
please contact the church office, and we will send you a packet.  Also included is a 
calendar of this yearós events for your refrigerator.  We will be using Remind message 
system for updates and information.  Please return enrollment forms to the office by 
September 2. 

There are many exciting things coming up this year and opportunities for your child to 
give back to others.  On the first Sunday we will be sending a jar home to collect pop 
tabs and return it to church each time you fill it until Easter.  The pop tabs are to raise 
money for Ronald McDonald House of Madison.  We will also be doing a hat and mit-

ten drive this fall and collecting wish list items for the Ronald 
McDonald house in March. 

If you are feeling called to volunteer in our Christian educa-
tion department or have any questions please contact Tara 
Teasdale at Tara.teasdale@aol.com. 

Tara Teasdale & Pam Harker, Sunday School Coordinators 
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Wednesday Night Meals Are Back!  
Wednesday Night Meal will resume on Wednesday, September 12. Watch the Sep-
tember newsletter for more information and the cooking rotation schedule. 

Wednesday Night Ministry Team 
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Sunday Coffee Fellowship News 
 

If you are willing to bring snacks for fellowship between the two 
Sunday services, and following the 10:30 service, please sign up 
on the sheet in the back of the sanctuary or contact the church of-
fice at 965-3455.  A fund has been established to help defray the 
costsðjust let the office know if you need to access these funds. 

Going Above and Beyond as Stewards of CUMC 

Food Pantry Giving 
We collected 35 items for our July collection.  Thank 
you to everyone who brought something in!  For the 
month of August we are collecting canned tuna.  Dis-
tribution will be on Thursday, August 16. 

August Missional Giving 
Mission money collected this month will go to Walk to Emmaus.  This money will 
help pay to sponsor someone who would like, but cannot afford, to go. The Walk to 
Emmaus is a spiritual renewal program intended to 
strengthen the local church through the development of 
Christian disciples and leaders.   If you would like to give 
to a different ministry, just write it on your envelope, but if 
you donôt, it will go to this monthôs cause.  


