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THE HYMN OF LOVE 

 

Valentine's Day is celebrated in February. It is commonly associated 
with the day of love and friendship. With this in mind, I would like to 
share an excerpt from my recent Sermon: 

Love and Poetry are two powerful elements. And if, above all, we add that it is also the 
Word of God, we will realize why the “Hymn of Love” in 1 Corinthians 13 is so famous, 
influential, and powerful. That chapter written by the Apostle Paul is often preached at 
Wedding Services and Wedding Anniversaries. Still, we must know that initially, these 
words were written to address the problems of the Christian church in Corinth, Greece. 
That Church had a difficult time staying together. It was a mess, and everyone wanted to 
do their own thing. There was disagreement. False doctrines had leaked into the Chris-
tian community, and even worse things. Faced with the problems of the Churches, we 
must resort not to any opinion --today there are many "gurus"-- but to the Biblical teach-
ings and especially to the Apostolic ones. The Apostle Paul wrote several letters to the 
Corinthians, but a third one was lost; as you know, the New Testament has two of these 
letters.  

Without Love, it does not matter what plans, budgets, buildings, strategies, programs, 
and Facebook posts we have. Such things do not give the Church the shape that God 
wants. We must not forget that the Church is called to be a community that practices 
Love. 

 1 Corinthians 13: 4-8a, “love” is the subject of 16 verbs in a row; it happens in every 
phrase. Let's see: 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 

rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
 
it does not re-

joice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.

 
Love never ends.  

Yes! Love is busy, active, and never ceases to work. It is always finding ways to express 
itself for the good of others. In a poetic sense, Love is a Verb, Not a Noun. Love exists at 
the moment it is practiced. The point is not a flowery description of what love “is” in some 
abstract and hypothetical sense but of what Love does. So Saint Paul, guided by the Ho-
ly Spirit, wrote for us: 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have Love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

 
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand 

all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but do not have Love, I am nothing. f I give away all my possessions, and if I hand 
over my body so that I may boast, but do not have Love, I gain nothing. 

Our motivation must be Love, only love. Saint Paul continues: 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.

 
For we know only in part, 

and we prophesy only in part;
 
but when the complete comes, the partial will come 
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to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned 
like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 

 
For now we see 

in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I 
will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

At the end of this beautiful song, Saint Paul, guided by God, provides us with an essential 
key to practice Love: 

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is Love. 

There are many reflections, sermons, and Bible studies on what is traditionally 
called "The Three Theological Virtues." Virtues act as signposts in our moral and ethi-
cal lives. If we turn the virtues into habits, they will become part of our identity. A virtue is 
a habitual and firm disposition to do good. The virtuous person tends toward the good 
with all his sensory and spiritual powers; he pursues the good and chooses it in specific 
actions. The Three Theological Virtues are Faith, Hope, and Love. These three virtues 
have God as their object, which deals with our relationship with God. They are also a gift 
from God but must be practiced with our human efforts. 

FAITH is the acceptance of God as our Teacher, Savior, and Sanctifier. The virtue of 
Faith allows us to commit ourselves entirely to God and act according to our beliefs. Faith 
is the face that always sees Jesus, especially his sacrifice on the Cross. Let's put it this 
way: Faith is the face that looks at the Acts of God in the past. 

HOPE is the virtue by which we want the Kingdom of Heaven and Eternal Life to be our 
happiness, placing our trust in Christ's promises and relying not on our strength but on 
the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit. Hope keeps us from discouragement, sustains us 
in times of trial, and keeps our eyes fixed on our eternal goal, Heaven. Hope is the face 
that always sees Jesus, especially at Future Salvation, our Hope for a new heaven and 
earth. Let's put it this way: Hope is the face that looks at the promises of God toward 
the future. 

CHARITY OR LOVE is the virtue "by which we love God above all things for his own 
sake, and our neighbor as ourselves for the love of God ."Charity or Love is the face that 
always sees the Grace of Jesus, especially at present, here and now. Let's put it this 
way: Love is the face that looks at the acts of God towards the present. For this 
reason, love is the greatest of virtues because it lives in the present. 

Please remember the meaning of Love. This is very important. Today, love often means 
a mushy feeling that quickly comes and goes in people's lives. In this interpretation, love 
is a very relative feeling. A person can feel Love for one person, but that feeling may van-
ish or be transformed into something else the following week. 

When we talk about Charity or Love in the Bible, It's not based solely on feelings. For 
clarification, feelings are essential. You can't just kick them and tell them, “I don't need 
you!”. However, from the Biblical point of view, Love or Charity is much more related to 
the faculty of the will than just feelings. This Love that Jesus spoke of becomes the New 
Commandment. Jesus said: “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 
in my love. […] This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.” (John 15:9, 12) 



 

 

Just a quick reminder that Pastor Jorge does not live at the parsonage.  
If you need him, please email, text, or call him.  He is living with his 

wife in the Lancaster parsonage. 

This would be an impossible commandment if Love were merely an emotion. Unfortu-
nately, there are too many people in this world whom we could never feel that way 
about. But when Love becomes an act of the will, we can still choose to love. That is 
why marriage vows are possible to keep: “I will love you in sickness and in health, in 
good times and in bad, in riches and in poverty, until death do us part.” These 
vows have little to do just with feelings and everything to do with decisions.  

Let's do a simple exercise: remember some popular songs whose theme is “love." Sure-
ly, you will remember many popular songs. In what sense or meaning does that popular 
song use the word “love”? Most of the time, the word "love" is used in an emotional 
sense, as a feeling, and as a sexual practice. 

Saint Paul never says that love “feels good," and this is where the typical use of this 
chapter goes off the rails. Such misunderstandings create trouble not only for expecta-
tions regarding the realities of the world but also for families, marriages, and the 
Church. Love is not measured by how good it makes us feel. In the context of 1 Co-
rinthians 13, it would be better to say that the measure of Love is its capacity for tension 
and disagreement without division. 

1 Corinthians 13 is a chapter of great poetic beauty, a hymn to Love, and above all, the 
Holy Spirit inspires it. It was written to address the difficulty that the Church at Corinth 
had staying together. If you expect the Church, family, or marriage to be just a means to 
"feel good," you will have constant problems because the problem is not primarily your 
Church, your family, or your marriage but probably yourself. Of course, it must imply 
some degree of "feeling good"; however, it is clear to you that it has more to do with 
Love, commitment, and will. I congratulate you. You have a high probability of being 
happy in your life with the help of God. 

There is good news. We can love because God has already known and loved us and is 
working to make our lives and communities full of Love. 

God Loves you! Amen! 

Rev. Jorge Ochoa 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Monthly Accountable  
Leadership Board Meeting 

 

Tuesday, February 18 

6:00 p.m. in the Serenity Room 
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Valentine’s Day is just around the corner — a 
time to celebrate love. We often think of lines 
like “How do I love thee? Let me count the 

ways,” or picture roses, cupids, and hearts filling store shelves. But amidst the ro-
mance, have we lost sight of love’s deeper meaning?  
 

Romantic love is everywhere, yet even that is often reduced to fleeting infatuation. 
More significantly, many have forgotten the love that Jesus calls us to live out: “Love 
your enemies” (Luke 6:27), “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 
22:39), and “The one who loves another has fulfilled the law” (Romans 13:8).  
 

This love isn’t about warm, fuzzy feelings. Christian love is about action. It’s choosing 
to act kindly, even when our feelings fall short. When someone cuts us off in traffic, we 
can respond with patience rather than anger. When dealing with a difficult coworker, 
we can show genuine interest in their life rather than just tolerating their presence. Of-
ten, loving actions lead to loving feelings, not the other way around. Romantic love, for 
instance, grows deeper through small gestures like holding hands. Similarly, in other 
relationships, choosing to act with love can foster understanding and compassion over 
time.  
 

This Valentine’s Day, cherish romantic love but also take every opportunity to practice 
Christian love — through your actions toward neighbors, enemies, and everyone you 
encounter. It’s in these moments that we reflect God’s greatest commandment: “Let all 
that you do be done in love” (1 Corinthians 16:14). 
 

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

Stewardship Ideas 



 

 

Worship service is recorded every  Sunday and posted on the church Facebook 
page.  The Tech Team is in charge of recording & posting, if you would like to be part 

of the team, please let Team Leader Jeremiah Diedrich know.  
In addition to posting on Facebook we will now be posting the 
weekly worship on our Website as well.  It will be posted by 
Monday afternoon.  

Fellowship Group News 
Happy February!!   

We will be having a Fellowship meeting/brunch on Saturday, February 22 at 9:30 am 
in the Fellowship Hall.  We will be discussing our upcoming pasty bake on March 29 
and Easter Breakfast on April 20 as well as discussing new stoves and brainstorming 
any other ideas.  

Pasty order forms will be available starting March 2.  

Happy Valentine’s Day, and remember God loves you! 

Pam Harker, Fellowship Chair 
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Retired & Re-Fired Small Group  
A big thank you to Sharon Teutschmann and Deb Unbehaun for working with me to 
finish our valentines.  We celebrated our accomplishment by having lunch together.  I 
hope you all give and receive a Valentine from the people you care about.  Whether 
you send a card, an email, a visit, or call on the phone you can let others know they 
are important to you.  It will make the day special for them and for you! 
 

The next meeting of The Retired & Re-fired Group will 
be on Monday, February 10 at noon in the Serenity 
Room upstairs.  Sandwiches, dessert, and coffee will be 
provided.  After lunch we’ll watch and discuss the next 
episode of The Chosen.  We’ll also talk about the up-
coming Lenten Season that starts on March 5. I look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 

In the meantime, may the Lord bless and guide you. 

Mary Gensler, Retired & Re-Fired Small Group Leader 



 

 

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 5   P a g e  7  

February is Heart Health Awareness Month 
Take Steps to Love Your Heart  

Small steps count! 
 

To take good care of your heart, one of the most important things you can do is eat a heart-
healthy diet. It may seem obvious. But doing so can help stop or even reverse heart disease. 
At first, it may feel like there is a lot to learn. But you don’t have to make these changes all at 
once. Start with small steps. Over time, several small changes can add up to a big difference 

in your heart health.  
 
Fill your plate with color. Eat a variety of fruits and vegetables in colors like dark 
green, deep orange, and yellow. 
 

Try a variety of grains. Include whole-grain foods filled with fiber and 
nutrients, like oats, whole wheat bread, and brown rice. 

 
Eat fish at least two times a week. Oily fish containing omega-3 fatty acids, like 
salmon, mackerel, and lake trout, are best for your heart. Baked, steamed, or 
broiled fish dinners are all far better than fried! 
 

Limit salt to lower blood pressure. Start with reading labels and buy “low sodium” 
products any time you can.  

 
Choose healthy fats. Unsaturated fats, like olive, canola, corn, and sunflower oils, 
are part of a heart-healthy diet. Saturated fats can raise your “bad” cholesterol 
and put you at higher risk for heart disease. The main dietary sources of saturat-
ed fat are fatty meat, lard, cheese, butter, cream, coconut oil, palm 
oil, and cocoa butter. 
 

If you drink alcohol, limit your intake. Even if you drink in moderation, consider 
cutting back to one drink a day (women) or two (men).  

 
Cut back on sugar. Limit drinks and foods with added sugars, as 
they’re high in calories and low in nutrients. 

 
You have the power to take action to protect yourself against heart disease. Small heart-
healthy actions like adding more movement to our day or choosing healthy foods, can have 
a big impact on protecting your heart. 

 

References: 
National Heart, Lung & Blood Institute- 
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/education/american-heart-month 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention-  
https://www.cdc.gov/heartdisease/american_heart_month.htm 

This page is provided by our  
Parish Nurse for Centenary UMC: 
 

Marlene Burgos-Stewart,  
MSN, RN, WCC, PN   608-293-1193  
 

Please feel free to call her with any 
health questions you might have. 
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Join us every Wednesday Night for Youth Connection and Youth Group.  All ages 
are welcome to join!  We will start with a meal and fellowship at 6:00 p.m. in the 
church basement. Then we will break into age groups to do a lesson/activities from 
6:30-7:00 p.m.  Bring your friends, too!  

Wednesday Evening  
Adult Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. in the Serenity Room 
 

 

“Forward:  Discovering God’s 
Presence and Purpose in Your 

Tomorrow” 
 

 

 Join us for Bible discussion and inspiring con-
versation. 
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All change that is given in the offering 
plate on Sunday mornings will be given to 
the Shullsburg Schools Helping Hands 
Fund.  They help students who can’t af-
ford things such as school fees, activity fees, toiletries, etc.  Please help us help the 
students of our local school by giving your loose change every Sunday.  

“Sharing God’s love to change the world by making disciples of Jesus” 
 

2024 Vision of CUMC: “Be a welcoming community for all, worshipping 
together at God’s house” 

(To have more than 50 at each service) 

Join us on Sunday mornings before worship for coffee and 
fellowship.  Coffee, tea, and milk along with a light snack will 
be served from 10:00-10:30 a.m. every Sunday. 
 

If you feel called to sign up for a Sunday, please see the sign
-up sheet on the back table or contact the team leader Mary 
Gensler.   

Going Above and Beyond as Stewards of CUMC 

February Missional Giving 
Mission money collected this month will go to the 
Food Pantry.  This helps them to get more food 
each month.  They have been low on donations 
recently and could use all the help they can get 
with winter now here. 

Food Pantry Giving 
For the month of February we are collecting canned meals.  
Distribution will be on Thursday, February 20. 

For easier donations, there are now collection boxes at 
Turpin’s and the American Legion. 
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February Lectionary 
 

February 2 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 

 

February 9 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 6:1-8, 9-13 
Psalm 138 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Luke 5:1-11 

 

February 16 
6th Sunday after Epiphany 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 
Psalm 1 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
Luke 3:17-26 

 

February 23 
7th Sunday after Epiphany 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
Luke 6:27-38 

2   John Walker 
2 Tim Foulker 
3 Jon Foulker 
3   Gary Weiskircher 
5   Sandy Hittenmiller 
5   Leigh Lierman 
5   Xandria Olson 
7  Lori Kudronowicz 

8  Mark Russell 
15 Brad Mootz 
19  Matt Gensler 
19 Grady Poppy 
25  Chris Wurtzbacher 
25  Shyanne Arteaga 
25   Andy Upmann 
26   Lillian Rowley 

End of year monetary 
giving statements have 
been mailed. If you did 
not receive one for your 
financial gifts or if you 
find an error on your 
statement, please leave 
a message at the 
church for Sharon 
Teutschmann. 
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The   
Chimes 

Centenary United Methodist Church     
226 West Church Street       
P.O. Box 127        
Shullsburg, WI  53586-0127      
 
         Address Service Requested 

 

Join us for Sunday 
Morning Blended 

worship   

 

10:30 In-Person & 
Recorded Service on 

Facebook each  
Sunday  

All the Ways to Give to Your Church 
Ways to give to the church include In-Person, Mailed, Electronic, and now Online 
and Mobile.  Recurring giving provides much-needed donation consistency for our 
church.   As you contemplate future contributions, please consider one of these as 
your way to give.  Authorization forms and additional information are available from 
the church office. 

To give online, visit https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZCNY 

To give via Mobile app, find the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app in the 
Apple store or Google Play; use our church code QFHQQW. 

Open Hearts     Open Minds     Open Doors 
 

We are the people of the United Methodist Church! 


