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Greetings,
You never know the impact that you have in the lives of other
people. I was reminded of this a few years ago when I received
a “friend request” on Facebook from a girl with whom I attended
grade school with a billion years ago. As we were getting reacquainted via the world wide web, Nicole shared with me that her
dad used to tease her when we were in the first grade because, apparently, Nicole
would come home after school and talk about me. I had no idea. Who knew that 6year Stan was a “playa?” Of course, I’m kidding.
However, I was truly taken aback when Nicole shared that she used to talk about me
enough that her dad teased her for it. I can’t help but wonder what, if any, use this information might have in 40+ year old Stanton’s life. After some thought, I think that
what strikes me most is that none of us truly know the impact that our lives make on
others. Perhaps I should try harder to always be kind. Try harder to always be polite.
Try harder to always exemplify Christ in my life.
My challenge to myself, and indeed to us all, is to simply try harder because you never know whose life you might be impacting.
Until Next Time,

Pastor Stanton

Accountable Leadership Board
Approved!
At the annual Charge Conference held on November 2, our circuit approved our change to the Accountable Leadership Board of administration.

What this means is that after a transition period of 3-6 months, there will
no longer be committees in charge of decision-making in the church. Instead, decision will be made by a board consisting of 9-12 people who
will meet monthly. In addition to the board members, there will be teams
created to do the legwork required to make recommendations to the
board (essentially what committees used to do).
In order to build our new ALB and teams, we will if course need people.
If you are interested in being on either the board or a team, please fill out
an application (available soon at church and enclosed in the January
newsletter) for consideration by the current Lay Leadership Committee.
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Finance News

February Worship
February 2 & 5

Dear Members,
2019 was a great year for CUMC. Thank you for
supporting your church with your time, talents and
gifts. We've been able to do some much needed
maintenance to the church, such as insulation and
replacing the large refrigerator in the church kitchen. The Food Pantry area in the basement has
grown to accommodate 2 new chest freezers and 2
refrigerators.
We were able to pay 72% of our 2019 apportionments, up from 50% in 2018. Our apportionments for
2020 are about $4000 less than 2019, so we stand a
very good chance of being able to pay our 2020 apportionments in FULL while paying our bills and supporting outreach and mission projects.
Thank you to those who have already completed a
2020 pledge card. By the time you are reading this,
we'll already know who won the drawing.
Sincerely,

Tina Cruse, Finance Committee Chairperson
Church Council meeting minutes will no longer be
printed in the newsletter. Instead, we will print
the highlights. The full minutes will be available
outside the office and on shullsburgumc.com.

January 13 meeting:

So Simple
Micah 6:1-8
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

February 9 & 12

Trampled
Isaiah 58:1-12
1 Corinthians 2:1-12
Matthew 5:13-20

February 16 & 19

Guilty As Charged
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

February 23

Taking in the Holy
Exodus 24:12-18
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

February 26

The Journey Begins
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

•

Trustees items: Put in more smoke detectors, gutter
guards will be put up in February, discussion on having
plans drawn up for new bathrooms

•

Will keep doing the 10% giving to apportionments

•

Discussed Pledge Cards

•

Discussed scholarships for summer camps
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A Note from Pastor Stanton
Greetings,
I'm going to speak from the heart about the current condition of the United Methodism. I know that
the turmoil that we are facing in the United Methodist Church is causing anxiety and pain for many of
us. It is hard to know what to say.
If you'll allow me, I'm going to compare what is going on in the United Methodist Church to a marriage. In every marriage there are times when the two spouses will agree and there are times that
they will disagree. Some of those disagreements can be quite serious. However, generally, both parties in the marriage will try to find a way to at least live in peace even if they can't live in total agreement. Sometimes, however, one or the other spouse will decide that they simply cannot continue to
live with the discord that has come up in their marriage. Rather than committing to working with each
other, to have the difficult conversations, to live in the uncomfortableness of the disagreement, they
say “we have to get a divorce.”
I know that many who are reading this know from personal experience the how heartbreaking divorce can be. I don't know of a single person who has said that they liked the process of getting divorced. It matters not whether you were the person who initiated the divorce or whether you were on
the receiving end of those words; divorce is a painful, hellish experience I don't believe anyone
would wish on anyone.
It is clear to me that we have gotten to the point in the United Methodist Church where some sort of
divorce is going to occur. What I mean by this is, even though we do not yet know what decisions
General Conference 2020 will make regarding the future of the UMC, we (Centenary) will most likely
lose some folks. Now I don't have any idea just how many folks (or churches) are going to choose
to walk away, but I have no doubt that there will be some. The pain that we will experience as the
people of the United Methodist Church will be very real and very deep.
Truthfully, I have had some sleepless nights as I ponder what lies ahead for the United Methodist
Church. Some of this has to do with the fact that there are people in the church that I serve who will
likely choose to walk away. Good people whom I have grown to care about who will no longer be a
part of our congregation's life or my life.
And so, I grieve before I even know fully what I am grieving. Truth be told, though, there is a part of
me that is looking forward to finding some sort of resolution even if that means heartache in the
short term.
The reason for this is that I truly believe that God is still at work in the United Methodist Church and
for far too long far too much of our attention has been diverted toward the issue of sexuality and as a
result we have lost the vision of what the church is supposed to be. The church is supposed to be an
agent of change in our world bringing hope and peace and reconciliation to a world that is drowning
in despair and anger and hatred. The church is supposed to be the hands and feet of Christ in this
world and for far too long the church has been derelict in its responsibilities to God because we have
allowed our vision to be focused on what people do in the privacy of their own homes rather than on
the mission of making disciples.
Maybe, just maybe, once we find some sort of resolution to this current conflict, no matter how painful that might be, we will be able to redirect our focus on being the people God calls us to be. Maybe
we’ll be able to show the light of Christ in this darkened world.
In Christ,

Pastor Stanton
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Upcoming Events

The worldwide observance of Lent begins this year on February 26 with Ash Wednesday. This solemn occasion reminds us of our mortality, as well as our need for forgiveness. We will have Ash Wednesday worship at 6:15 p.m. The option for the imposition of ashes will be available.
You do not have to be a member of CUMC or any church to be anointed with ash, so
please feel free to invite anyone to come with you. We hope to see many of you on
this Holy Day as we begin this wonderful and dramatic season known as Lent.

Wednesday Night Dinners Are Back!!
CUMC is thrilled to announce that Wednesday Night Dinners will be returning on
Wednesday February 5. Kim Brown will organize all of our volunteers and menus so we
can get back to having things in place a month in advance.
Please watch the newsletters, like in the
past, for menus. Of course dinner will still
be at 5:30 to be followed by worship at
6:15 in the Sanctuary.
Coming together in His name! Hope to
see you on Wednesdays!
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Wednesday Night Cooking Schedule

We will have many different people preparing and serving our Wednesday dinners. Each
month in the newsletter the schedule will be posted so that those who have signed up to
help will have a reminder, and so that our friends who attend Wednesdays will know who to
thank for their delicious meals!
Many thanks to our helpers who work to help serve and/or clean each week. If you love to
cook or help out by serving or cleaning, we are looking to add to our team. We have a lot of
fun in the kitchen! It is a lot of work, so many hands would help to make lighter work. If you
would like to help out, contact the church office at 965-3455.

February
Feb 5

Soups & Sandwiches, Salad
Milk, Lemonade, & Water

Prepared by Kim Brown
Feb 12

TBD
Milk, Lemonade, & Water
Prepared by the Retired & Re-Fired Group

Feb 19

Spaghetti, Garlic Bread, Veggie, Salad
Milk, Lemonade, & Water
Kids’ menu: Buttered Noodles
Prepared by the Youth Group

Feb 26

Pizza, Salad
Milk, Lemonade, & Water
Prepared by Pastor Stanton’s Group

Mar 4

Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Veggie, Salad
Milk, Lemonade, & Water
Kids’ menu: TBD
Prepared by Fellowship Group
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Meetings and News
February Administrative Meetings
Monday, February 10
6:00 – Finance Committee
7:00 – Church Council

Sunday School News
There will be an ukulele performance in February...stay tuned for the date (hoping
we will be ready February 16). We enjoy sharing God's love with the children!
We hope to see you Sunday mornings!

Sunday School Team
***Please note — a message will be sent out if Sunday school
has to be canceled due to bad weather.***

Youth Group News
Calling all youth grades 6-12! Youth group meets
WEEKLY at 6:00! Bring your friends, and we’ll see
you there!
Sunday, Feb 2 - NO YOUTH
Sunday, Feb 9 - At Church
Sunday, Feb 16 - At Church
Sunday, Feb 23 - At Church

Youth Group Leaders & Volunteers
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Confirmation Class Schedule for Remainder of 2019-2020
March 8 & May 17
*all classes begin at noon and end at 2 p.m.*
Any youth in grades 7 and up who hasn’t already been confirmed is welcome to attend. We start with pizza at noon! Friends are welcome! If you have any questions
call
Pastor
Stanton
at
608-965-3455
or
email
him
at
centenary.umc.pastor@gmail.com.

Retired & Re-Fired Small Group
At our January 13 meeting we decided to expand the mailing list for our Card Connection Project. This project was created in February 2014, and the first cards we
sent were valentines. At that time we included seniors who were members and
friends of CUMC, who were born before 1951, and who were retired.
Now we will include everyone on Centenary’s list born before 1961,
and our first card will again be our valentines. We realize many of
you are not retired that’s OK! We’re not expecting you to attend
meetings. Just know that God loves you and we do too.
If you fall into this new category and do not receive your valentine,
please call Mary Gensler at 965-4880. Mary will be glad to add you
to our mailing list. We don’t want you to miss future cards.
This month’s meeting:
Monday, February 10 — Celebration of our birthdays and anniversaries. Lunch will
be provided.

Betty Gleason,

Retired & Re-Fired Small Group Leader

Open Hearts

Open Minds

Open Doors

We are the people of the United Methodist Church!
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WI UM Summer Camp
Scholarships
The Wisconsin conference offers a variety of summer
camps for children, youth, and families. Some are
week-long; some are just for a weekend. All camps
are led by trained staff and held at both Pine Lake and
Lake Lucerne in central Wisconsin.

Centenary has a scholarship fund available! If your
child or family would like to attend a camp but the cost
is an issue, please talk to someone in the church office...don’t miss this great opportunity!
To see the camps available or get more information, check out the Summer Camp
2020 catalog on the table outside the office or wiumcamps.org.

Fall WUMF Grant Deadline March 1
The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation exists to help United Methodist churches,
ministries, boards, and agencies with all things financial regarding their ministries. They hope to support churches and groups in expanding
their ministry through projects and creative ministries. If you
have a new ministry idea or event that you would like help funding, consider applying for a grant. (These grants are to be considered seed money rather than continuing support, and the typically phase out after three years.) There is a round of grants
offered in the Fall and sometimes again in the Spring. The fall
round deadline is November 1, and the spring round deadline is
March 1.
Go to http://www.wumf.org/grants for guidelines, grant applications, and past grant recipients.

The people you love need the transforming grace that only Jesus Christ can bring.
Invite the people you love to Jesus!
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From Our Parish Nurse…...
Outdoor Safety During Winter Storm Conditions
Try to stay indoors during extremely cold weather. Make any trips outside as brief as possible,
and remember these tips below to protect your health and safety:
Dress Warmly and Stay Dry
Adults and children should wear a hat, a scarf or knit mask to cover face and mouth, sleeves
that are snug at the wrist, mittens if possible (they are warmer than gloves), water-resistant coat
and boots, several layers of loose-fitting clothing.

Layer-up
Inner Layer: Wear fabrics that will hold more body heat and don’t absorb moisture. Wool, silk,
or polypropylene will hold more body heat than cotton.
Insulation Layer: An insulation layer will help you retain heat by trapping air close to your body.
Natural fibers, like wool or goose down, or a classic fleece work best.
Outer Layer: The outermost layer helps protect you from wind, rain, and snow. It should be
tightly woven, and preferably water and wind resistant, to reduce loss of body heat.
Additional Tips:
Stay dry—wet clothing chills the body rapidly.
Excess perspiration will increase heat loss, so remove extra layers of clothing whenever you feel
too warm.
Also, avoid getting gasoline or alcohol on your skin while de-icing and fueling your car or using a
snow blower. These materials in contact with the skin greatly increase heat loss from the body.
Do not ignore shivering. It’s an important first sign that the body is losing heat. Persistent shivering is a signal to return indoors.
Hypothermia
Hypothermia is caused by prolonged exposures to very cold temperatures. When exposed to
cold temperatures, your body begins to lose heat faster than it’s produced. Lengthy exposures
will eventually use up your body’s stored energy, which leads to lower body temperature. Body
temperature that is too low affects the brain, making the victim unable to think clearly or move
well. This makes hypothermia especially dangerous, because a person may not know it’s happening and won’t be able to do anything about it.
Frostbite
Frostbite is a bodily injury caused by freezing that causes a loss of feeling and color in affected
areas. It most often affects the nose, ears, cheeks, chin, fingers, or toes. Frostbite can permanently damage the body, and severe cases can lead to amputation.
Avoid Exertion
Cold weather puts an extra strain on the heart. If you have heart disease or high blood pressure, follow your doctor’s advice about shoveling snow or performing other hard work in the cold.
Otherwise, if you have to do heavy outdoor chores, dress warmly and work slowly. Remember,
your body is already working hard just to stay warm, so don’t overdo it.

February 2020

Page 11

Avoid Ice
Walking on ice is extremely dangerous. Many cold-weather injuries result from falls on icecovered sidewalks, steps, driveways, and porches. Keep your steps and walkways as free of
ice as possible by using rock salt or another chemical de-icing compound. Sand may also be
used on walkways to reduce the risk of slipping.
Be Cautious About Travel
Listen for radio or television reports of travel advisories issued by the National Weather Service.
Do not travel in low visibility conditions.
Avoid traveling on ice-covered roads, overpasses, and bridges if at all possible.
If you must travel by car try to keep the gas tank as least half full at all times and take a fully
charged mobile phone with you.
If you must travel, let someone know your destination and when you expect to arrive.
Check and restock the winter emergency supplies in your car before you leave: Sturdy ice
scraper and snow brush, small snow shovel, gloves, emergency road flares or reflectors, rock
salt, sand, or kitty litter, first aid kit, extra windshield washer fluid, flashlight with extra batteries,
jumper cables, non-perishable snacks.
Never pour water on your windshield to remove ice or snow; shattering may occur.
Don’t rely on a car to provide sufficient heat; the car may break down. Keep an extra bag with a
warm blanket and extra clothes in your car for emergencies.
What to Do if You Get Stranded
Staying in your vehicle when stranded is often the safest choice if winter storms create poor visibility or if roadways are ice covered. These steps will increase your safety when stranded:
Tie a brightly colored cloth to the antenna as a signal to rescuers and raise the hood of the car
(if it is not snowing).
Move anything you need from the trunk into the passenger area.
Wrap your entire body, including your head, in extra clothing, blankets, or newspapers if you
don’t have an emergency bag.
Stay awake. You will be less vulnerable to cold-related health problems.
Run the motor (and heater) for about 10 minutes per hour, opening one window slightly to let in
air. Make sure that snow is not blocking the exhaust pipe—this will reduce the risk of carbon
monoxide poisoning.

As you sit, keep moving your arms and legs to improve your circulation and stay warmer.
Do not eat un-melted snow because it will lower your body temperature.
If you are with other people, huddle together for
warmth from each other’s body heat.
Resources: www.cdc.gov, www.ready.gov

This page is provided by our Parish
Nurse for Centenary UMC:
Marlene Stewart, RN, MSN, PN, WCC
(608) 293-1193
Please feel free to call her with any
health questions you might have.
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Christian Women’s Conference
Southwest Wisconsin
Friday, March 20 5:30-9:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 21 8:30-4:00 p.m.
Registration: $20 Early Bird — $25 after March 1
Held at First Baptist Church of Darlington

More information available in the narthex and at www.doingdiscipleship.com.

in January
Lincoln Russell
Jackson Russell

Sunday Coffee Fellowship
If you are willing to bring snacks for fellowship between the
two Sunday services, and following the 10:30 service,
please sign up on the sheet in the back of the sanctuary or
contact the church office at 965-3455. A fund has been established to help defray the costs—just let the office know if
you need to access these funds.
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Going Above and Beyond as Stewards of CUMC
February Missional Giving
Mission money collected this month will go to Lafayette
County Homeless Coalition. This is a program that seeks
to work together to learn about homelessness and how to reduce it in Lafayette County.
If you would like to give to a different ministry, just write it on
your envelope, but if you don’t, it will go to this month’s
cause.

Food Pantry Giving
We collected 11 items for January! For
the month of February we are collecting
condiments such as ketchup, mustard,
mayo, and BBQ sauce. Distribution will
be on Thursday, February 20.

Coffee & Conversation
Coffee and Conversation is held on
Wednesdays from 8:15-9:00 a.m. at
Second Chance. Stop by for a chat
and a drink!

February 2020
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Allen Kraus
Diane Anderson
John Walker
Ron Houtakker
Tim Foulker
Jon Foulker
Gary Weiskircher
Sandy Hittenmiller
Leigh Lierman
Xandria Olson
Lori Kudronowicz

7 Tucker Schmid-Cox
7 Mark Russell
8 JoAnn Cook
9 Jennifer Berendes
11 Jerry Nielsen
12 Paige Hauser
13 Tony Anderson
13 Dalton Wotnoski
15 Brad Mootz
19 Matt Gensler
19 Grady Poppy
20 Tessa Schwartz

22
23
24
25
25
25
26
26
27
28
28

Bill Scott
Jonathan Weiskircher
Michelle Wedige
Chris Wurtzbacher
Shyanne Arteaga
Andy Upmann
Lillian Rowley
Jillian Stietz
Julie Jones
Todd Ubersox
Tony Wieleler

6 Pat & Betty Gleason
14 Tom & Emily Martin
Apps make life easier. With GivePlus Mobile, you
can use your smartphone to give anytime, anywhere!
•Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android
phone
•Make one-time or recurring donations using your
debit/credit card or checking/savings account
•Log in or donate as a guest
•Securely and conveniently manage donations using
Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password
To give through the app, search your phone’s
app store for “GivePlus Mobile” or contact the
church office.

9:00 Hymn Worship Service
9:15 Kids’ Sunday School
10:30 Praise Worship Service
6:00 Youth Group

23

24

17

16
9:00 Hymn Worship Service

9:15 Kids’ Sunday School
10:30 Praise Worship Service
4:30 Girl Scouts
6:00 Youth Group

Noon Retired & Re-Fired
6:00 Finance Committee
mtg.
7:00 Church Council mtg.

10

3

9:00 Hymn Worship Service
9:15 Kids’ Sunday School
10:30 Praise Worship Service
6:00 Youth Group

9

9:00 Hymn Worship Service
9:15 Kids’ Sunday School
10:30 Praise Worship Service
4:30 Girl Scouts

2

Mon
Tue

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

25

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

28

11

4

Special thanks to all the wonderful volunteers that help
prepare the mailing of the newsletters each month.

Sun

8:15 Coffee & Conversation
9:00 Bible Study
w/Pastor Stanton
5:30 Wednesday Night Dinner
6:15 Wednesday Night Worship

26

9:00 Bible Study
w/Pastor Stanton
5:30 Wednesday Night Dinner
6:15 Wednesday Night Worship

19
8:15 Coffee & Conversation

8:15 Coffee & Conversation
9:00 Bible Study
w/Pastor Stanton
5:30 Wednesday Night Dinner
6:15 Wednesday Night Worship
6:15 Adult Sunday School

12

8:15 Coffee & Conversation
9:00 Bible Study
w/Pastor Stanton
5:30 Wednesday Night Dinner
6:15 Wednesday Night Worship
6:15 Adult Sunday School

5

Wed

27

20
4:00 Food Pantry

13

6

Thu

28

21

14

7

Fri
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7:00 Casual Worship

29

22
7:00 Lay-Led Worship

7:00 Lay-Led Worship

15

7:00 Lay-Led Worship

8

1
7:00 Casual Worship

Sat

The
Chimes
Worship Schedule
Saturday Evening Lay-Led
Worship Service at 7:00
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Sunday Morning Hymn
Worship Service at 9:00
Sunday Morning Praise
Worship Service at 10:30
Wednesday Night Praise
Worship Service at 6:15

Leadership Positions Open
The newly-formed Accountable Leadership
Board will need 9-12 board members as well as
numerous team members. If you’d like to
serve, please look for the yellow application inside this newsletter or outside the office.

A Vision For Our Church
"Centenary UMC will continue to be THE place to be for weekend worship. People will

often drive by this church and think, 'That place is packed: I wonder what I’m missing?'
Through our church culture and worship atmosphere we will provide the spiritual spark for
people to see God in their daily lives and grow in their understanding, ministry and faithful
relationship with Him.”

