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The holy time of self-reflection on our relationship with Jesus Christ as Christians and as a Church in the days leading up to Easter (commonly known as Lent) begins Wednesday, February 25 on "Ash Wednesday."
Ash Wednesday is a tradition where all of God's children
may be anointed with the ash of palm branches (burned
from the previous years' Palm Sunday Service) to remind
them of their mortality and the importance of and the hope
found in a relationship with Jesus Christ.
The Ash Wednesday Service will be at 6:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. You do not have to be a member CUMC or a
member of any church to be anointed with ash so please
feel free to invite anyone to come with you. Hope to see
many of you on this Holy Day as we begin this wonderful
and dramatic season known as Lent.

Benefit for the Searles Family
March 1 noon-3:00
Fellowship Hall
* * * * * details on page 9 * * * * *
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Beginning the Second weekend of Lent, February 28 & March 1, through Easter weekend
Pastor Jeff will be taking Centenary UMC on a tour of the Festivals of Zion, the spiritual holidays and celebrations of the Hebrews in the Old Testament. We will be exploring the traditions, the stories behind them as well as what they offer our faith today as Christians who
serve and worship the Messiah, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…and each weekend has a
different experience for you and/or your family to be a part of!
February 28 & March 1: Celebration of the Sabbath
Ryan Karp from Chosen People Ministries (who many of you may remember from the Passover Dinner we had) will be our guest speaker as he explains, from the Messianic Jewish
perspective, the importance of taking a day each week for a Sabbath to God and for us.
March 7 & 8: Festival of Trumpets and the Year of Jubilee (The Jewish New Year)
All are invited to bring anything that represents your personal financial debt from mortgage
statements, old or active credit cards and/or credit card statements as we set them before
God on His altar and declare a jubilee as we seek for God to show us the way out of our
captivity to financial debt and on to being a good Steward of all that God has given us!
March 14 & 15: The Festival of Lights/Dedication (Hanukkah)
It might be March, but the candles from Christmas eve will come out as we talk about the
miracle from the Hebrew tradition that started this holiday and examine the light within all of
us that God calls us to illumine the world by.
March 21 & 22: The Festival of Booths or Tabernacles
Come and explore our Christian tradition as an Exodus or journey away from sin and its sentence with God as our refuge and strength. Learn about this tradition of building shelters or
tabernacles, and bring one that you and/or your family made! (More directions to come in
next month’s newsletter).

March 28 & 29: Palm Sunday and the Festival of Purim
The children will have their customary march through the sanctuary waving palms and will
also sing music and also present a skit telling the story of Esther, the inspiration behind the
Jewish holiday of Purim!
April 4 & 5: Easter Sunday and the Passover
A celebration of Christ’s death and resurrection through the Sacrament of Holy Communion
and an Exchange of Loaves of Bread from the altar! Please make you favorite loaf of bread
and bring it to Church Easter Sunday to put on the altar before service and each person
and/or family can go up after the service to take a loaf of bread home to break over their
Easter meal in honor and gratitude for all Jesus Christ has done for all of us!
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Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
It has come to my attention in some conversations that I have had of
late, that the Pastoral Vision I have had in recent years for CUMC has
been misunderstood. So I thought I would take advantage of this opportunity to explain what my goal as a Pastor has been here and why I
keep hounding you all for a grander vision and to set goals to make disciples of Jesus Christ here at Centenary UMC.
The United Methodist Church is an itinerant system in that the Bishop and His cabinet
appoint Pastors on an annual basis. The Wisconsin Conference does its best to keep
Pastors an average of 7 years at each appointment but retirements and vacancies often require shorter stays. My goal for the last few years at CUMC was to have us as a
church become so reliant on our programming and ministry as a church that no matter
who the Pastor is, was or is going to be, Centenary UMC doesn’t slow down or miss a
beat in your ministry to this community and to the world.
Such a vision and goal requires to lessen the degree to which CUMC depends on its
Pastor. Pastors are called to proclaim the word, fill the role of our order, model service
and officiate the Biblical Sacraments for the congregation. Anything that CUMC requires or depends on the Pastor for outside of those guidelines creates a demand on
the Pastor and a congregational dependency on the Pastor that can potentially cause
distress and dysfunction if there is change in the Pastorate. Churches that depend on
Pastors like this to a large degree are known, as I have stated, as “Pastoral churches”,
where the growth of the church and its ministry is largely dependent on the Pastor.
In “Program” churches, the congregation relies on itself and its resources to grow the
church and its ministry. The Pastor merely fills a role, an important role, but one role.
The church is not dependent on the Pastor for anything except for those expected Pastoral duties discussed above. Due to their investment in volunteer models, paid staff
and commitment to a vision of growth and attaining goals in different aspects of ministry to achieve that vision of growth, congregations at “Program” churches tend to prosper no matter who the Pastor is or how long that Pastor has been there or is going to
be there.
This is the vision I have had for Centenary UMC. To be a program church whose congregation through adhering to a prayerfully inspired vision for church growth, by working and investing resources together to attain goals wrought from that vision, Centenary UMC will grow in its ministry because of its programs no matter who the Pastor
is or was. Through the inspired dedication of its volunteers, staff, faithful members and
friends, Centenary UMC will now and for many years to come continue to Love God,
Love Others and make disciples of Jesus Christ.
In Christ,

PJ

Newsletter content deadline: 20th of the month
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Meetings and News
February Administrative Meetings
Monday, February 16th
6:00 – Finance
7:00 – Church Council

All committee chairs should plan to attend or send someone from their committee
to report. Please make sure that by the Thursday prior to the day that you email
the office with your report update.

Confirmation Class is at 6:00 p.m. every
Sunday night.

Limited-Term Service/Ministry Opportunity
Thanks to the Memorial Committee, we have a beautiful new notification board by
the Narthex entrance to post announcements, etc. in. This creates an opportunity for
a Notice Board Steward. This is a short-term opportunity to help keep the church
and community up-to-date on what is going on at CUMC. For a period of 3 months,
the Steward would be responsible for both the new case on the Narthex wall as well
as the older case on Church St. Duties would include changing lettering and posting
flyers for special events (as provided by the office) as well as cleaning the glass
doors. I estimate the time commitment required to be 20 minutes every other week.
This is a great opportunity for someone to do a very useful service for the church
with a limited-time commitment. No special skills are required, but someone with a
visual eye would be fantastic. If you are interested in helping to keep everyone informed about what is going on at CUMC, please contact the office.
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Centenary UMC At A Glance
Finance Information
Dear members & friends of CUMC,
CUMC should be proud of what we can accomplish in the end we ended up paying
over half our apportionment bill for 2014 (53%) and repay the $2,500 of internal
loans (borrowed from our reserve accounts this past summer to cover payroll). So
we start 2015 in the positive.

The challenge will be to continue these efforts as we go into 2015 to maintain the finance health of CUMC. The financial support of our church should be the responsibility of ALL our members. Only God knows what you are capable of giving to your
church. If you are a member of CUMC and did not make a donation to your church
in 2014, I challenge you to pray about this and see if God is nudging you to do something about it this year.
The finance committee meets every month on the second Monday at 6 p.m. (one
hour before church council). As finance committee chairperson, I invite anyone with
questions or concerns to attend a finance meeting.

Tina N. Cruse,

Finance Chairperson

January Statistics
Total Offering:

Attendance:
(Sat 7, Sun 9 & 10:30)

Jan 3 & 4
Jan 10 & 11
Jan 17 & 18
Jan 24 & 25

$2,925
$3,073
$2,090
$2,747

Open Hearts

Jan 3 & 4
Jan 10 & 11
Jan 17 & 18
Jan 24 & 25

Open Minds

6, 8, 49
12, 15, 63
9, 16, 53
10, 13, 67

Open Doors

We are the people of the United Methodist Church!
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Fellowship News
Our Holiday auction was very successful again this year thanks to all the efforts of
Pam Teasdale, Sharon Teutschmann, Julie Gill, and Tina Cruse who collected donations and placed ads, etc. Thanks to Larry Teasdale for his auctioneering skills and
for all the comedic moments. Thanks to all the ladies who helped in the kitchen,
brought bars, and served food. Most importantly I would like to thank everyone who
brought all the wonderful items for the auction. We had a nice variety and a good
time was had by all.

We served lunch to the Joe Shepard family on Saturday, November 29. A big thank
you to all who brought food and to Cherie & Eugene Uehling, Deb Edwards, Carl
Walton, John Harker, and Pam Wymore who helped in the kitchen.
We also served the Charlene Scott family on Friday, January 2. Thank you to all who
brought food and to Nancy Edge, Kayla Teutschmann, Jean Edge, Penny Tregloan,
Lois Finnigan, Mary Gensler, Tina Cruse, Pam Teasdale, and Dawn Shawcross who
helped in the kitchen.
Watch for information regarding our Pasty bake coming up in the March Newsletter!!

Pam Harker,

Fellowship Group

Retired & Re-Fired Small Group
Our January 12 meeting was a celebration! We celebrated Don Ahlstrom’s birthday
and our personal successes of the past year. As far our goals for 2015, each of us
will write one personal goal on a piece of paper. This will be placed in a time capsule, which will be opened at our first meeting in 2016.
On January 19 we met at Barb Teutschmann’s home to make valentines. There were
seven of us: Mary, Ruth, Peggy, Betty and Barb from our R&R Group, and Mikayla
and Nick Reddington. We had fun creating the outside of the cards, and at our January 26 meeting we’ll complete the cards and get them ready to mail.
In October we became one of Centenary’s Growth Groups, and we continue to study
Living the Proverbs by Charles Swindoll during our Bible Study time.
We meet on the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month at 12:00 Noon in the Serenity Room.
(Weather Permitting) Just bring your lunch and join us. We’ll have the coffee pot on
and hot water for tea. Get re-fired for the next chapter of your life.

Betty Gleason,

Retired & Re-fired Small Group Leader
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Sunday School News
Sunday school classes are back in session after winter break. All children 3 years –
8th grade are welcome to join us every Sunday in the Fellowship hall at 9am. Our
music department is reintroducing the bells this year and the children are practicing
for a performance on February 22 to celebrate the first Sunday in Lent. Be sure to
mark your calendar!
If you have any questions, please, feel free to contact the office at 608-965-3455. May God bless you in this wonderful
New Year!

Tara Teasdale, Sunday School Coordinator, and Staff

Adult Sunday School News
In January the Adult Sunday School Class has decided to begin studying “The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren. Although it is intended to be
a 40 day study, we will be taking our time and adapting the materials to fit our class study style. And although some of Reverend Warren’s theology does not really jive with our traditional
Wesleyan theology, the book has a lot to offer to help us learn
about the Bible and God’s purpose for us. It is sure to generate some good discussion on Sunday mornings that that
should keep us thinking for the whole week. Our Class meets at 9:00 on Sunday
mornings in the Serenity Room and we always have coffee, tea and usually some
kind of treats. Join us while the kids are in their Sunday School or as a prelude to the
10:30 Worship.
Each week on our colored Here I Am To Worship Cards that you receive in your bulletin,
there are three boxes that you can check off:
Were you one of the:
30% who took a break from serving
50% who served the church at least 1 hour
20% who talked or prayed with someone about their relationship
with Jesus Christ.
So please remember to check your boxes!
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CUMC Going Above and Beyond
February Missional Giving
Mission money collected this month will go to the Harbor House Crisis Shelters
in Superior, a United Methodist Ministry right here in Wisconsin, whose mission
is to provide hospitable shelter, transitional living and services for homeless
women and families and to assist their guests in attaining services and housing. If you would like to give to a different ministry, just write it on your envelope, but if you don’t, it will go to this month’s cause.

Food Pantry Giving
We collected around 35 items for our December collection,
not counting all the food filling the windowsills of the sanctuary! Thank you to everyone who brought something in!
For the month of February we are collecting Flour and
Sugar. We will be collecting these until February 19.

Gingerbread House Preschool
Gingerbread Preschool has openings for children 3-4 year olds. School days are
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8-11 a.m. from September through May.
School starts on Tuesday September 2nd. For more information in enrolling your child
contact Becky Upmann at 482-3920 or gingerbreadpreschool@hotmail.com.

Audio & Video Ministry
Volunteers are invited to sign up to assist with CUMC's Video Ministry at its 10:30
a.m. Sunday service. A sign-up sheet with calendar pages for the first quarter of
2015 is located on the table outside the church office. A brief demonstration on how
to set up the video camera is available to all volunteers!

Eugene Uehling
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Women’s Dinner & Movie
Join us on Friday, February 27 for the first Women’s Dinner & Movie of the year. We will meet at 6:00 p.m.. for a potluck dinner. After
dinner we’ll watch a movie about a
long-struggling musician who finally hits the big time
with a love song he wrote for his wife, but sudden
fame and temptation cause his life and marriage to
crumble. After the movie, we’ll eat desserts and have
a discussion about the movie. We hope you can join
us! If you have any questions, or to let us know what
dish you’ll be bringing, please contact JoAnn Meyer or
Dawn Gobrecht.

Benefit for Searles Family
On March 1 from noon-3:00 we will be having a benefit to help the Searles family with
their expenses from baby Matthew being ill. The benefit will include four parts:


Chili Dinner/Cook-Off: meal includes all-you-can-eat chili (with a vote for the
best), a dessert, and a drink. Cost is $10 for adults, $5 for kids age 6-12, and free
for kids 5 & under.



“Torture Pastor Jeff” Contest: Vote for which form of torture PJ will have to
endure...a pie in the face, kissing a mystery animal, or being turned into a sundae.
The jar with the most money will be the winning punishment.



Small Silent Auction



Bake Sale

All proceeds will go directly to Kim & Charlie to help
with the numerous expenses they’ve incurred during
Matthew’s illness, much of which is travel back and
forth to the hospital in Madison.
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CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CUMC CHURCH COUNCIL
December 8, 2014

Present: Pastor Jeff, Becky Upmann, Tara Teasdale, Cherie Uehling, Dawn Gobrecht,
Tina Cruse, Jeremiah Diedrich, Pam Harker, Eugene Uehling.
Agenda:
1: Opening Prayer- Pastor Jeff opened with a prayer.
2: Pastor’s Report- We went over the reports Jeff handed out. Everyone gave their
opinion on the reports. Attendance has been steady. The noise level has gotten better at the 10:30 service.
3: Secretaries Report- Went over the reports. Fix the trustees report then everything
is fine. It was passed.
4: Finance Report- Looked over the reports. Went over a couple different reports
from years ago. Made suggestions for next month’s reports. We will have the new
and the old reports for the January meeting and then decide which one we want to
use for 2015. They would like to make them more user friendly. Tina will be making
meeting times with the chairs to do the budgets for 2015. Pledges are up to 77,000 so
far. We repaid the Reserve Account $2,500 that we borrowed earlier in the year. We
will continue to pay the apportionments that are given and more if able. Starting in
January we will be trying to put the $1,000 insurance deductible back into the account. It will be put in the budget.
5: Old Business-None
6: Committee Reports
A) Trustees- Jeremiah stated that we need to find a person to do the snow removal
for the church. They will be looking into purchasing a Lightning Rod. They purchased a Dishwasher for the parsonage. They are working with lifeline to fix the
problem in the basement. Things outside are coming along nicely.
B) SPRC-They met on the 23rd, and went over the church sheet that had to be returned to the conference. Dawn invited all the members to a SPRC Conference.
They are working on seeing the need for a Nursery Attendant. They will review
this at their January 7th meeting. Also at this meeting they will be doing reviews
for paid staff. Everyone but Ed, who’s will be in June.
C) Memorial- Nothing to report
D) Nurture & Care- They haven’t had a meeting, they are trying to get one scheduled.
E) Fellowship Group- The Auction went very well, raising over $3,700. The dinner
for the auction went well, raising $210. The Thanksgiving dinner went very well.
They had a big funeral and it went well. They will be doing a pasty bake in
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F) Outreach- They met, and discussed doing a presentation for the council. R
each community/ministry the church has. They will be doing the Food Pantry
first. They hope to be able to help the ministries.
G) Youth- The Greenery sales went well. They will be going on a mission trip to
Colorado in June. They will have about 150 people from the area going. They
will be doing background checks for the volunteers. They talked about Christmas. Talked about a 3d plan. Discussed why god picked Mary…etc. They meet
twice a month. They eat and do a bible study. They have great volunteers and
youth. They decided this year just to make Christmas cookies for their families
instead of the food pantry. They will be going to a Badgers Basketball game.
They went on a retreat to the dells last month. The kids had a lot of fun.
H) Sunday School- The Christmas program is coming up. They will be doing practices. The attendance is good. They have a good set of volunteers. Tara will be
doing cards for the teachers that she would like the council to sign.
I) Additional Committee –There will be only 1 Christmas service this year. It will be
at 7pm. VBS has an early sale so Cherie purchased the next year curriculum
for only $80.
Next Meeting January 12 @ 7pm
Submitted by Becky Upmann

The people you love need the transforming grace that only Jesus Christ can bring.
Invite the people you love to Jesus!
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Church Committees & Members
Our church wouldn’t operate effectively without the work of numerous committees. All
committees met in January for a group meeting, then as individual committees. Some
had new chairs elected. Below is a listing of all committees and members for 2015.
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC)
Dawn Gobrecht - Chair
Art Finnigan*
Pam Teasdale-Council Chair
Betty Gleason
Jennifer Russell
Dan Dillon
Tina Cruse
Tammy White
Rod Stewart

Trustees
Eugene Uehling - Chair
Jeremiah Diedrich
Lauren Ray
Art Finnigan*
Pam Harker
Terry Hicks
John Walker
Rich Brown
Charles Searles

Lay Leadership Committee
Pastor Jeff - Chair
Art Finnigan
Chad Teasdale
Cherie Uehling
Tina Cruse

Nurture & Membership Care
Lisa Diedrich - Chair
Art Finnigan*
Tara Teasdale
Lee Gill
Lori Kudronowicz
JoAnn Meyer
Nancy Edge
Julie Gill
Tricia King
Parish Nurse: Marlene Stewart

Memorial Committee
Mary Gensler - Chair
Art Finnigan*
Leigh Lierman
Chris Teutschmann
Dawn Shawcross
Outreach & Mission
TBD - Chair
Katrina Gleason
Marlene Stewart
Becky Mootz
Art Finnigan*
Lois Finnigan
Tara Teasdale
Charla Walker

Finance
Tina Cruse - Chair
Becky Upmann - Treasurer
Kari Strang - Consultant
Dawn Gobrecht- SPRC Chair
Lee Gill - Member at Large
Lois Finnigan - Financial Secretary
Art Finnigan* - Lay Leader
Eugene Uehling - Trustees Chair
Nathan Russell– Legal Consultant

*As Lay Leader, Art Finnigan is placed on every committee.
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Additional Positions
Eugene Uehling - Youth Group
Tony Anderson - Native American Representative
Becky Mootz - Church Secretary
Becky Upmann - Church Secretary
Su Schwartz - Custodian
Sharon Teutschmann & Penny Tregloan - Communion Stewards
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February
Worship
January 31 & February 1

February Birthdays
1

2
2
3
5
5
5
7
7
7
9
11
12
13

Allen Kraus
Diane Anderson
John Walker
Gary Weiskircher
Sandy Hittenmiller
Leigh Lierman
Xandria Olson
Lori Kudronowicz
Tucker Schmid-Cox
Mark Russell
Jennifer Berendes
Jerry Nielsen
Jacob Meyer
Paige Hauser

13
13
13
15
19
19
20
20
22
23
23

Tony Anderson
Delvon Tregloan
Dalton Wotnoski
Brad Mootz
Matt Gensler
Grady Poppy
Glenn Matl
Tessa Schwartz
Bill Scott
Joshua Meyer
Jonathan
Weiskircher
25 Chris Wurtzbacher
28 Todd Ubersox

Evangelism Part III:
Religion as a Tradition of
Response

Hebrews 5:1-10; John 14:1-7)

February 7 & 8
Evangelism Part IV:
What, in Christ, Confronts
Us In Our Context Today?
Luke 2:1-7

February 14 & 15
Transfiguration Sunday
Luke 9:28-36

February 21 & 22

February Anniversaries
6 Pat & Betty Gleason
14 Tom & Emily Martin
20 Rich & Janet Harker

First Weekend of Lent
Peace in the Church
Ephesians 2:11-22

23

6:30 Bad Girls group
7:00 Braver Women group
7:00 Study Committee

22 9:00 Hymn Worship

9:00 Sunday School
10:30 Praise Service
6:00 Confirmation

24
6:30 Family Night growth
grp.

grp.

25
6:30 Financial Peace
growth grp.
6:30 Fruits & Nuts
(Daniel Plan) growth grp.

growth grp.
6:30 Fruits & Nuts
(Daniel Plan) growth grp.

26

19
5:00 Food Pantry

12

5

Thu

Pastor Jeff’s
Day Off

Pastor Jeff’s
Day Off

Pastor Jeff’s
Day Off

Pastor Jeff’s
Day Off

27
6:00 Women’s Potluck
Dinner & Movie

20

13

6

Fri

28
7:00 Casual Worship

21
7:00 Casual Worship

7:00 Casual Worship

14

7
7:00 Casual Worship

Sat

Special thanks to Tony & Diane Anderson for preparing the mailing of the December & January newsletters.

6:00
6:30
7:00
7:00

10:30 Praise Service
11:45 Youth Group
6:00 Confirmation

Finance mtg.
Bad Girls group
Church Council
Braver Women group

16
Noon Retired & Re-Fired

15 9:00 Sunday School
9:00 Hymn Worship

18
6:30 Financial Peace

6:30 Financial Peace
growth grp.
6:30 Fruits & Nuts
(Daniel Plan) growth grp.

6:30 Family Night growth
grp.

17
6:30 Family Night growth

11

10

6:30 Bad Girls of the
Bible growth grp.
7:00 Braver Women growth
grp.

growth grp.
6:30 Fruits & Nuts
(Daniel Plan) growth grp.

4
6:30 Financial Peace

Wed

9

grp.

3
6:30 Family Night growth

Tue

9:00 Hymn Worship
10:30 Praise Service
11:45 Trustees Mtg.
4:30 Girl Scouts

6:30 Bad Girls of the
Bible growth grp.
7:00 Braver Women growth
grp.

2
5:30 Nurture mtg.

Mon

8

1
9:00 Hymn Worship
10:30 Praise Worship
11:45 Youth Group

Sun
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Saturday evening
worship at 7:00 pm
Sunday Morning
Hymn Worship service at
9:00 music by Tina Cruse

Centenary United Methodist Church
226 West Church Street
P.O. Box 127
Shullsburg, WI 53586-0127

Sunday Service
Praise Worship Service at
10:30 music by
Ed Santiago

A Vision For Our Church
"Centenary UMC will continue to be
THE place to be for weekend worship.
People will often drive by this church
and think, 'That place is packed: I
wonder what I’m missing?' Through
our church culture and worship
atmosphere we will provide the spiritual
spark for people to see God in their
daily lives and grow in their
understanding, ministry and faithful
relationship with Him.”
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