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Greetings,
By now, most of you should be aware that I have been invited by
Bishop Jung and the Cabinet of the Wisconsin Annual Conference to
be the pastor of the Burlington and English Settlement United Methodist Churches in Burlington, WI. After prayer and discernment, I have accepted
their invitation. My appointment to the Burlington and English Settlement United
Methodist Churches will be effective July 1, 2022. Burlington is a town of 11,000
people in the southeast corner of the state.
I would like to thank the many folks who have shared kind words with Gail and myself. Your words of affirmation have touched our hearts. Please know that we will
miss you as well.
There is a famous passage from the Old Testament in the book of Ecclesiastes. It
occurs at the start of chapter 3 (verses 1-8) and talks about the times and seasons in
life. Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every
matter under heaven…” This passage of scripture is appropriate as the “season” of
me being your Pastor is coming to an end.
As Gail and I prepare for this transition, we do so with a measure of sadness for
there are many relationships that Gail and I will miss. Please know that I will be
praying for you in this time of transition and would ask that you pray for Gail and myself as well. Transitions can be challenging regardless of the circumstances surrounding them, so we will all need prayer!
I also invite you to be in prayer for Bishop Jung and the cabinet as they discern
whom your next pastor will be. In the coming months I look forward to working with
you to make this transition period a fruitful time.
I thank you for the lessons that I have learned during my time with you. I thank you
for the ministries we have been able to work on together.
Until Next Time,

Bible Study
Wednesday Morning Bible Study with
Pastor Stanton meets at
Second Chance Coffee
Shop at 9:30 a.m.
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Upcoming Events

Confirmation Class May 11
class is from 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.
Come to the 10:30 service on Sunday, June
19 to offer your prayers and support for the
confirmation of Eli Poppy, Heath Poppy, Taylor
Russell, and Emory Reichling into full church
membership. They will each be giving a
spoken testimony about their faith in
Christ. You do not want to miss this holy and
special event. Praise be to God, Amen!

Biker Blessing
Sunday, May 15
following Sunday 10:30 a.m. Service
Drive up to the main entrance on
Monroe St. (by the park), and Pastor
Stanton will anoint your bike with oil and
pray for protection for you and your bike
this summer.

Memorial Day Candle
Lighting Service
During the May 29 service there will be a
special Memorial Day Candle Lighting
for all of our loved ones that have
passed away. All who attend will be invited to the front of the church to light a
candle in memory or honor of a loved
one. Come be a part of this holy, reverent, and loving annual tradition at Centenary UMC.
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Meetings and News
Monthly Accountable
Leadership Board Meeting
Monday, May 16 — 6:30 p.m.

Youth Group News
Calling all youth grades 6-12! Bring
your friends, and we’ll see you there!
May 1: 6:30-7:30 at church
May 8: No Youth Group

May 15: No Youth Group
May 22: 6:30-7:30 at church
(Last Day )

Youth Group Leaders

Sunday School News
Sunday School will not be having a lesson on May 8 — we are taking that Sunday off
for Mother's Day. Your children are welcome to join us on our last few Sundays, May
15 and 22. The last day of Sunday School will be May 22, and awards and 3rd grade
Bibles will be given at service at 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School Team

Retired & Re-Fired Small Group
I hope you all enjoyed a great Easter with renewed spirit and joy in our gift
of salvation. Praise God for His unending mercy! Our group will meet at
noon on Monday, May 9 downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. We will be
working on our next project, the personal care kits that will be delivered to
this year’s Annual Conference on June 10-13. Thank you in advance to
those helping to provide the money needed to buy the supplies to make
the kits! They will be a blessing to those in need during times of personal crisis.
Please bring your own lunch; dessert and coffee/tea will be provided. We will lift up in
prayer those celebrating May birthdays and anniversaries and those who need healing
in mind, body and spirit. Please forward the names of those you want to include. I
look forward to our fellowship together! God bless you!

Mary Gensler,

Retired & Re-Fired Small Group Leader
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Fellowship Group News
Our fellowship group served the family of Marjorie Green on Saturday, April 9. We
served 55 people. Thank you to Delva Palfrey, Sharon Teutschmann, and Lois Finnigan for helping serve and set up. Thank you also to all of those who brought food also.
Our Fellowship Group, together with St. Matthew's Catholic
Church and Community Evangelical Free Church, will be having
a Mulligan soup supper on Wednesday, May 11 from 4:00-7:00
p.m. at St. Matthew's gym. We will be serving Mulligan soup,
bread, fruit, dessert, and water/lemonade.
Dine in or carry
out. A free-will offering will be taken with all proceeds going to
help Ukrainian refugees.
If you would like to help with the set-up on Tuesday or the supper on Wednesday,
please call my cell phone at 608-482-1579 after May 1. If you would like to donate
soup ingredients or a dessert, you can drop them off at the CUMC kitchen late Sunday, May 8 or on Monday, May 9.
Ingredients needed to make the soup are beef soup bones, ham bones, poultry with
bones, beef/chicken/vegetable stock, barley, carrots, celery, onions, cabbage, tomatoes, kale, corn, dry beans, chick peas, black beans, and green beans.
Sally Montgomery from Subway will be donating all of the bread for the meal, and we
also have someone donating water and soup bowls with lids.
Please come out and support this worthy cause and share in fellowship with our
community united together for a good cause.
The Fellowship also will be hosting the Red Cross Blood Drive
again on June 7 from 1:00 - 6:00 p.m. Please make sure to mark
it on your calendar to give your life blood for someone in our area. It is needed badly. We will be serving our pimiento/cheese
sandwiches. For details or to pre-register and make a donation
appointment, go to redcrossblood.org.
God Bless and Happy Spring!

Pam Harker
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Good
“Life is good.” You may disagree, but “Life is Good” is a registered and trademarked
expression by the “Life is Good” people for whom, life is good. The “Life is Good” logo
is a stick figure named Jake who wears a black beret, beatnik sunglasses, and flashes
a giant grin. Jake is often posed in any number of activities that bring simple pleasures
to life — hiking, surfing, flying a kite, walking the dog.
“Life is Good” started inauspiciously as brothers Bert and John Jacobs hawked homemade novelty T-shirts in the Boston streets
and door-to-door through the college dorms. They were literally
living in their van down by the river. They found their key to success when they printed 48 shirts of Jake over the saying, “Life is
Good” for a 1994 street fair in Cambridge. The shirts sold out by
noon. People were crazy for the simple and sunny philosophy. So
much so, that the sincere and optimistic slogan has grown into an
$80 million-a-year merchandise line sold by 5,000 distributors in
14 countries.
One key to the success of “Life is Good” merchandise lies in the interpretation of those
who own the products. Someone wearing the kayaking Jake shirt announces both his
hobby and the simple pleasure that makes his life good. But cancer sufferers and survivors have also flocked to the merchandise line due to its simple, clear worldview.
“Life is Good” is the hopeful battle cry of the cancer afflicted and the celebration song
of cancer survivors.
There’s an implicit sense of truthfulness to the slogan which preserves its widespread
appeal. The Jacobses are quick to note the humility of the assertion — life isn’t perfect
or great, but it’s good. They know there’s plenty of bad in the world but find it better to
focus on what’s good. John claims that the slogan is an affirmation of the here and
now. “Don’t determine that you’re going to be happy when you get the new car or the
big promotion or when you meet that special person. You can decide that you’re going
to be happy today.”
In the church, we have a similar saying, but I don’t think that it’s trademarked. “God is
good, all the time. All the time, God is good.” This is more than an observation, however. Among other things, it’s a promise that our good God is with us and is active in our
lives when we are struggling and in the valleys of life and when our hearts are full of
the many blessings we have received and we are filled with joy.
Yes, life may be good, but if it is, it’s because “God is good . . . all the time.”
Jason Mahnke, Director of Programming & Campaigns, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org or call
888-903-9863.
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Below is a list of the district churches in the South West District we will pray for in
May. Please take time each week and pray for them and, if you feel called, to send
them a postcard with a prayer in it.
BMZ Regional Shared Ministry (Boscobel, Mt. Zion, Bloomington, Beetown,
Soldiers Grove, Gays Mills, North Clayton): Clergy, Stanley Pegram. Boscobel is
located at 104 Buchanan St, Boscobel, WI 53805 and has 209 members. Mt. Zion is
located at 21588 Mt Zion Rd, Boscobel, WI 53805 and has 51 members. Bloomington
is located at 225 Congress St, Bloomington, WI 53804 and has 46 members.
Beetown is located at 7973 County Road U, Beetown, WI 53802 and has 24 members. Soldiers Grove is located at 210 Pine St, Soldiers Grove, WI 54655 and has 19
members. Gays Mills is located at 210 Pine St, Soldiers Grove, WI 54655 and has 15
members. North Clayton is located at 42135 County Highway X, Soldiers Grove, WI
54655 and has 13 members; May 1 – May 7.
Boaz: Clergy, Janis Starr and the 30 members located at 16900 State Highway 171,
Richland Center, WI 53581; May 8 – May 14.
Brodhead: Clergy, Kook Ho Kim and the 254 members located at 510 1st Center Ave,
Brodhead, WI 53520; May 15 – May 21.
Clarno: Zion, Staver: St. Peter's: Clergy, Sarah Mae Gabuyo, the 74 members at
Clarno: Zion and the 38 members at Staver: St. Peter’s. Clarno: Zion is located at
W5292 County Road P, Monroe, WI 53566 and Staver: St. Peter’s is located at
W7282 County Road P, Monroe, WI 53566; May 22 – May 28.
Columbus, Fall River: Clergy, Elizabeth Alexander, the 159 members at Columbus
and the 56 members at Fall River. Columbus is located at 222 S Dickason Blvd,
Columbus, WI 53925 and Fall River is located at 150 South St, Fall River, WI 53932;
May 29 – June 4.

A Note on Borrowing Church Furniture
As garage sale and graduation party season is underway,
many people ask to use tables and chairs for their events.
If you are thinking about using them, please contact the
church office to discuss costs, check the church calendar
for availability, and make the necessary arrangements.
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From Our Parish Nurse…...
May is Bike Safety Month!
Bicycle riding is fun, healthy, and a great way to be independent. But it is important to
remember that a bicycle is not a toy; it’s a vehicle! Be cool – follow some basic safety
tips when you ride. Safe Riding Tips Before using your bicycle:

















Make sure it is ready to ride. You should always inspect your
bike to make sure all parts are secure and working properly.
Remember to wear a properly-fitted bicycle helmet. Protect
your brain — save your life!
Adjust your bicycle to fit. Stand over your bicycle. There should be 1 to 2 inches
between you and the top bar (if using a road bike) and 3 to 4 inches (if using a
mountain bicycle). The seat should be level front to back. The seat height should
be adjusted to allow a slight bend at the knee when the leg is fully extended. The
handlebar height should be at the same level with the seat.
Check your equipment. Before riding, inflate tires properly, and check that your
brakes work.
See and be seen. Whether daytime, dawn, dusk, foul weather, or at night, you
need to be seen by others. Wearing white has not been shown to make you more
visible. Rather, always wear neon, fluorescent, or other bright colors when riding
day or night. Also wear something that reflects light, such as reflective tape or
markings, or flashing lights. Remember, just because you can see a driver doesn’t
mean the driver can see you.
Control your bicycle. Always ride with at least one hand on the handlebars. Carry
books and other items in a bicycle carrier or backpack.
Watch for and avoid road hazards. Be on the lookout for hazards such as
potholes, broken glass, gravel, puddles, leaves, and dogs. All these hazards can
cause a crash. If you are riding with friends and you are in the lead, yell out and
point to the hazard to alert the riders behind you.
Many bicycle-related crashes resulting in injury or death are associated with the
bicyclist’s behavior, including such things as not wearing a bicycle helmet, riding
into a street without stopping, turning left or swerving into traffic that is coming
from behind, running a stop sign, and riding the wrong way in traffic.
Go with the traffic flow. Ride on the right in the same direction as other vehicles.
Go with the flow – not against it. Obey all traffic laws. A bicycle is a vehicle, and
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you’re a driver. When you ride in the street, obey all traffic signs, signals, and
lane markings. You need your ears to hear traffic and avoid dangerous
situations; don’t wear headphones when you ride.
Children less than 10 years old are not mature enough to make the decisions
necessary to safely ride in the street and are better off riding on the sidewalk.
(Check the law in your state or jurisdiction to make sure sidewalk riding is
allowed.)
Enter a street at a corner and not between parked cars. Alert pedestrians that
you are near by saying, “Excuse me” or “Passing on your left,” or use a bell or
horn.
SUMMER IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER! STAY SAFE AND HAVE FUN!

Reference: National Highway Traffic Safety This page is provided by our Parish
Administration (NHTSA) www.nhtsa.dot.gov Nurse for Centenary UMC:
Marlene Stewart, RN, MSN, PN, WCC
(608) 293-1193
Please feel free to call her with any
health questions you might have.

Going Above and Beyond as Stewards of CUMC
Food Pantry Giving
We collected 56 items for our April collection.
Thank you to everyone who brought something in!
For the month of May we are collecting canned
meals. Distribution will be on Thursday, May 19.

May Missional Giving
Mission money collected this month will go to Vacation Bible School.
money will help pay for supplies and snacks for the
week so that there is NO CHARGE for any child to
attend. If you would like to give to a different
ministry, just write it on your envelope, but if you
don’t, it will go to this month’s cause.

This
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May Worship
May 1

1
1
2
3
3
4
4
5
5
6
7
9
10
12
14
16
16
17
19
19

Elliott Searles
Garrett Ray
Levi Busch
Bernadine Salathe
Elizabeth Martin
Jackie Heinberg
Natalie Searles
Dan Morrissey
Trista Starr
Jaidyn Strang
Emily Gratz
Susan Morrissey
Nevaeh Cockrell
Steve Cole
Riley Gobrecht
Justin Ahlstrom
Dan Busch
Camden Schwartz
Becky Upmann
Caleb Arteaga

19
20
21
22
23
23
23
23
25
25
25
26
26
27
28
29
29
29
31

Helen Edge
Rachel Smith
Serenity Diedrich
Pearl Wurtzbacher
Reid Gill
Todd Strang
Ryan Teasdale
Chris Teutschmann
Levi Curran
Heather Ortiz
Kay Shepard
Elizabeth Farrey
Amy Mullikin
Kayla Jacobson
Shirley Coy
Matt Harker
Ruth Ann Teutschmann
LeAnn Wurtzbacher
Jason Unbehaun

3rd Sunday of Easter
Living with the End in Mind:
A Vision of Worship
Acts 9:1-6
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

May 8

4th Sunday of Easter
Living with the End in Mind:
A Vision of the Church
Acts 9:36-43
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

May 15

5th Sunday of Easter
Living with the End in Mind:
A God of New Beginnings
Acts 11:1-18
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

May 22

6th Sunday of Easter
Living with the End in Mind:
Heaven Here and Now
Acts 16:9-15
Revelation 21:1-10
John 14:23-29

May 29

2 Stanton & Gail Bockwoldt
25 Greg & Brenda Mullikin
26 Tim & Rita Crotty
26 Lois & Art Finnigan

7th Sunday of Easter
Living with the End in Mind:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Acts 16:16-34
Revelation 22:12-14
John 17:20-26

10:30 Blended Worship &
Memorial Candle Lighting

29

30

23

22

9:30 Last Sunday School
10:30 Blended Worship
6:30 Last Youth Group

6:30 ALB mtg.

16

15

9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Blended Worship &
Biker Blessing

Noon Retired & Re-Fired

9

2

Mon

9:30 NO Sunday School
10:30 Blended Worship

8

10:30 Blended Worship
6:30 Youth Group

1
9:30 Sunday School

Sun

31

4

Wed

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

9:30 Bible Study @ 2nd
Chance w/Pastor Stanton

25

9:30 Bible Study @ 2nd
Chance w/Pastor Stanton

18

9:30 Bible Study @ 2nd
Chance w/Pastor Stanton
4:00-7:00 Mulligan Soup
Supper
6:00 Last Confirmation Class

11

Pastor Stanton out of the office
Pastor Stanton’s
Day Off

24

17

10

3

Tue

26

3:30 Food Pantry

19

12

5

Thu
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27

20

13

6

Fri

28

21

14

7

Sat

The
Chimes
Join us for Sunday
Morning Blended
worship

Centenary United Methodist Church
226 West Church Street
P.O. Box 127
Shullsburg, WI 53586-0127
Address Service Requested

10:30 In-Person &
Facebook
(See inside for more
guidelines & details)

Mark Your Calendars for Vacation Bible School
On a Roll with God!!!
Coming in August….we will be on the go with CUMC’s VBS Food Truck!
“Give us this Day our Daily Bread”
Dates: August 1-5
Time: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - noon
Where: Centenary United Methodist Church
Who: ALL children in our area age 4 to 5th grade
Cost: It’s FREE!!!!

* * * * * * * * More information in our June Newsletter! * * * * * * * *

