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New Heights with Pastor Jeff 
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

If it was not for my faith in God I simply would not be able to believe it!  At 
the time I am writing this note the single week attendance record for 
CUMC has been broken twice in four weeks!  What an incredible blessing 
from God! 

Now the question is, what do we do next? 

When churches go through growth spurts in their attendance like this, one of two 
things happen: they either continue to go up or they go spiking down again.  A lot of 
people seek or believe there will be a plateau; take it from someone that has been 
pastoring now over a decade, there are no plateaus; churches are either growing or 
they are dying.  Right now by the mercy, blessing and grace of God, Centenary UMC 
is growing!  

The churches that spike down are the ones that see growth and the challenges it 
brings as a nuisance.  Increased demands on resources, facilities and staff create dis-
comfort and too much extra stuff to do and decide.  They would prefer to keep doing 
things like they did before the church grew and if they do, as a result, attendance usu-
ally drops right down to where it was again. 

However, churches that are missional—that recognize the blessing that attendance 
growth is and how pleasing it is to God—focus on providing the needed support both 
financially and in terms of their time and talents.  Leaders seek to change systems, 
hire staff, work on policies and update facilities to meet the new demands of more 
folks in attendance at worship services!  The mission of Centenary UMC is to love 
God, love others and make disciples of Jesus Christ.  By seeing all these folks each 
week as beloved sons and daughters of God that He, God Himself, sent to us to love, 
minister to and walk with in their journey and our journey together towards the King-
dom of God, I have all faith and confidence we will make the right decisions to keep 
growing and having the Kingdom of God keep busting out here at Centenary UMC!  

Praise be to God, Amen! 

PJ 
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Remember the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

The Finance Committee would like to remind you that we 
offer Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) as a way to automate 
your regular weekly offering.  Not only is electronic giving 
from a checking or savings account convenient for individu-
als, but it also provides much-needed donation consistency 
for our church.   As you contemplate future contributions, 
please consider electronic giving.  Authorization forms and 
additional information are available from the church office. 

April Statistics 

Centenary UMC At A Glance 

                Attendance:           Weekly 

     (Sat 7, Sun 9 & 10:30, Wed 6:30)   Totals 

Apr 2, 3 & 6        23, 20, 69, 71    183 

Apr 9, 10 & 13        13, 20, 22, 75    130 

Apr 16, 17 & 20        10, 15, 114, 79   218  

Apr 23, 24 & 27         12, 16, 39, 54     121 

Total Offering: 
(Regular Offering, not earmarks) 

Apr 2, 3 & 6       $2,176 

Apr 9, 10 & 13         2,040 

Apr 16, 17 & 20          2,186 

Apr 23, 24 & 27         2,218 

  

Yes, I am interested in using my credit/debit card 

to make my offering! 
 

 

____________________________  (name) 
 
 

The Finance Committee is looking into exploring this option, so if 
you may be interested, please sign here and put in the 

offering plate or return to the office. 
 

                               Thank you! 
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Upcoming Events 

              Holy Communion &  Potluck May 1 
In the interest of creating more opportunities for members and 
friends of Centenary UMC to build and grow in relationships with 
each other, we have a potluck lunch the first Sunday of every month 
after the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  The next monthly potluck 
will be Sunday, May 1.  Each family is asked to bring a dish to pass 
and their own table settings (plates, cups, napkins, silverware). 

Pentecost  
There is one more important and theologically significant holiday to celebrate, one 
more epic gift from God before the start of summer....Pentecost.  Pentecost is the cel-
ebration of when God blessed all of us by bestowing His Holy Spirit on to all those 
who would believe in Him through the grace of Jesus 
Christ!  Pentecost this year will be on Sunday, May 
15, which will also be the last day of Sunday School 
and include festivities celebrating another year of 
Christian Education at Centenary UMC.  Come Cele-
brate with the Sunday School children to praise God 
and seek to be refined and inspired by the Holy Fire 
of His Holy Spirit May 15

 
or Wednesday, May18. 

Confirmation Sunday 
Come to the 10:30 service Sunday, May 8 to offer your prayer and support for the 
confirmation of Reagan Russell, Zack Woodworth, and Jadyn Meyer into full church 

membership.  They will each be giving a spoken 
testimony about their faith in Christ.  At the end of 
the service, the entire congregation will be called 
forward to lay hands on them and confirm them 
as members of Christ’s church and the United 
Methodist Church as well as CUMC. You do not 
want to miss this holy and special event.  Praise 
be to God, Amen! 
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Summer in the Psalms 
This summer we will be spending Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights in the 

Psalms.  The Book of Psalms form the Old 
Testament.  Each week will be an exploration 
into the different kinds of subject matter in this 
book of poetic prayers to God…as well as how 
each kind of psalm is relevant and can be im-
plemented into our personal and church prayer 
life. Come as you are, no judgement, only 
grace and spend Summer in the Psalm at Cen-
tenary UMC.   

Summer Wednesday Nights Ministry Dinner & Worship 
 

The worship services were always going to continue on but it is with great excitement 
and praises to God that we would like to announce that the Wednesday night dinners 
will continue throughout the summer months as well!   

Special thanks to all the volunteers who have stepped forward to keep this rapidly 
growing ministry going through the summer months! Dinner will be at 5:30 with 
church services to follow at 6:30 p.m. just like during the school year.  We have a 
dedicated team of cooks, servers and cleaners to 
help with the programming.  Many thanks to 
Dawn Gobrecht, Sarah Santiago, Becky Up-
mann, Lorri McGranahan, Kristin Robbins, Jamie 
Roberts, Leann Wurtzbacher and John Meyer for 
helping to make this happen!  We would love to 
expand our team to include you!  Please contact 
JoAnn or Pastor Jeff at 965-4576 to see how you 
can help in this growing ministry.  Don’t forget, if you are going to be out of town on 
weekends this summer, Wednesday night is the perfect service for you!  Hope to see 
you there! 
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Wednesday’s  Worship 

in the Park

Memorial Day Candle Lighting Service 
 

At all services Sunday, May 29 and Wednesday, 
June 1, there we will be a special Memorial Day 
Candle Lighting for all of our loved ones that 
have passed away.  All who attend will be invited 
to the front of the church to light a candle in 
memory or honor of a loved one.  Come be a 
part of this holy, reverent and loving annual tradi-
tion at Centenary UMC.  

Vacation Bible School 2016 
August 1-5         9:00 - noon 

 
More info to come!!! 

Wednesday Worship in the Park 
One night has already been chosen—and two more are in the works—to grill out for 
dinner and hold worship in Badger Park in the shelter by the stage on three Wednes-
day nights this summer.  The first night will be Wednesday, June 8…..we will have 
dinner in the pavilion at 5:30, then worship by the stage at 6:30.  (You may want to 

bring your own lawn chairs for service, or we will 
move picnic tables out from the pavilion and back 
after the service).  The next two dates will be an-
nounced when details have been confirmed. 

What an excellent and holy opportunity to share 
our faith with and invite others in the community to 
have food, fellowship and share in praising God 
this summer. Praise be to God, Amen!  
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May Administrative Meetings 
Monday, May 9 
6:00 – Finance 

7:00 – Church Council 
 

All committee chairs should plan to attend or send someone from their committee 
to report.  Please make sure that you email the office with your report update by 
the Thursday prior to the meeting (May 5). 

Meetings and News 

Retired & Re-Fired Small Group  
We had such a good time celebrating birthdays and anniversaries at our April 11 
meeting!  It was great that Jean Anderson, Harry Blackbourn Sr. and Marsha Kremer 
were able to join us. 
 

We’re missing some birthdays and anniversaries on our Card Connection mailing list, 
so don’t be surprised if you get a call someday asking for your information.  
 

Our next meeting will be May 9 at noon in the Serenity Room.  Food will be provided. 
Our second meeting of the month will be on May 23.  Coffee and tea will be provided, 
but please bring your lunch to this meeting.  
 

Call me at 965-3283 with questions or if you need a ride.  

Betty Gleason, Retired & Re-fired Small Group Leader 

Open Hearts     Open Minds     Open Doors 
 

We are the people of the United Methodist Church! 
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Sunday School News 
Deuteronomy 6:5-9   Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your strength. Take to heart these words that I give you today. Repeat 
them to your children. Talk about them when you’re at home or away, when you lie 
down or get up. Write them down, and tie them around your wrist, and wear them as 
headbands as a reminder. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 
gates. 

Our end of year awards program will be during the 10:30 service on May 8, and we 
will be planning fun activities for our last day on May 15.  We have a great children's 
ministry at CUMC, and I have enjoyed watching your children grow in Christ this 
year.   

I am sorry to announce that I will not be able to serve 
as the Sunday School Coordinator next year.  I am 
praying that God works in the hearts of all of you to 
see where you can help to raise our kids through 
Christ.  Ministering to God's children is one of the most 
precious gifts He has entrusted us with.  If you feel 

called to help in any way, please contact the church office.  We are always in need of 
more helpers. 

As the year comes to a close I want to thank everyone that has helped our wonderful 
Children's ministry to be a success!  You have been the hands and feet of God to our 
precious children, and I give you many thanks.  

School volunteers for the 2015-2016 school year: 
Preschool:  Robin Cockrell 
PreK-1st grade:  Amy Mullikin and Felyscha Unbehaun 
2nd:  Sara Olson 
3rd:  Sally Blackbourn  
4th:  Jeremiah Diedrich and Jamie Roberts 
5th,6th,7th:  Lorri McGranahan, Megan and Michelle Greenfield 
8th - 12:  Kristin Robbins 
Adult:  Art Finnigan 
Music:  Sarah and Ed Santiago 
Sunday School Support team:  Lois Finnigan  
Wednesday Children's church volunteers:  Linda Dillon and Jacklyn Wood 
Special thanks to Becky Mootz and Amy Mullikin for their hard work on the bulletin 
boards.   
 

Sarah Santiago, Sunday School Coordinator 
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TO OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL AND WEDNESDAY TEACHERS 

There's a time and a place that's special each week, 

Where we're eager to learn of the Word that we seek. 

The lessons are studied and scripture is read 

But let us go back a few days, instead. 

Your week is so busy and filled with "to do's" 

Like everyone else not a minute to lose. 

Your family, your business, work never ending 

Your precious few moments you're ever still lending. 

But you make the time to prepare for Sunday 

When you know someone will listen to the words that you say. 

So with God's special guidance, with prayer and with time 

You prepare for each Sunday, the Word we can find. 

Thank you for giving us an hour each week 

Knowing it is the Word of the Lord that we seek. 

And today we are blessed and grow more each day 

Because you dedicate your love to the Lord in this way. 

We wouldn't have Sunday School if it weren't for you. 

So today we say thank you for all that you do. 
 

                                                      by Dania Hann-Lachapelle 



 

 

Fellowship Group News 
We had a very successful Pasty bake on Saturday, April 9, and we had an awesome 
time making them!  We had wonderful turnout of people to help, and we even were 
ahead of schedule for the day!  Thank you to Art & Lois Finnigan, Deb Edwards & 
Carl Walton, Jean Edge, Amy & Neal Mullikin, Lee Gill, Sharon Teutschmann, Mary 
Gensler, Debbie Monahan, Lisa Cockcroft, Linda Dillion, Dawn 
Gobrecht, Penny Tregloan, Joe & Lisa Diedrich, and of course 

Cheri Uehling!  
 

Thank you to everyone who brought food and helped 
served for the funeral luncheon for William Nethery 
on Saturday, March 19.  His family was very apprecia-
tive.  

 

We set Saturday, April 23 as a date for cleaning the kitchen.  Sharon Teutschmann, 
Cheri Uehling, Lois Finnigan , Lisa Diedrich and I came and cleaned from top to bot-
tom.  We have labels on the counter by the glass fridge for all groups to mark their 
items if needed.  We labeled cupboards to make finding items easier, and we also 
have marked the Small fridge for Wednesday night potluck, Large fridge for Funeral 
dinners, and our big glass fridge is for all to use when needed.  This is just to help 
everyone know where to put items they bring or donate—if any group needs more 
room, just label and place your items where you can.  We ask all groups who use the 
kitchen:  if items are needed or you see a concern please let me know, and we will fix 
it or have a solution ASAP; also, please leave the kitchen better than you found it.   
 

*Watch for more information regarding the upcoming American Red Cross Blood 
drive in June as well as the next pasty bake, possibly in the fall. 
 

Pam Harker, Fellowship Group 
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CUMC Going Above and Beyond 

Gingerbread House Preschool 
We are looking for wonderful people who would love to help us financially.  
If you are interested in donating to help support Gingerbread, please con-
tact us at gingerbreadpreschool@hotmail.com.  Interested in you child at-
tending contact us at our email or call 608-482-3920 for more infor-
mation.  

Food Pantry Giving 
We collected 30 items for our March collection. Thank you to everyone who brought 
something in!  For the month of April we are collecting Box Cereal.  We will be col-
lecting these until May 19. 

May Missional Giving 
Mission money collected this month will go to Green Haven Family Advo-
cates, a community-based, not-for-profit organization founded in 1982 and 
dedicated to strengthening the individuals and fam-
ilies of Green County affected by abuse and vio-
lence through prevention education, advocacy, 
support and services.  

If you would like to give to a different ministry, just 
write it on your envelope, but if you don’t, it will go 
to this month’s cause.  



 

 

Special Charge Conference 
Centenary United Methodist Church 

March 14, 2016 
Minutes 

Present:  Presiding Elder Dan Verdegan, Pastor Jeffrey Meyer, Becky Upmann, Brad 
Mootz, Lisa Diedrich, Sarah Santiago, Jamie Roberts, Sharon Teutschmann, Dawn 
Gobrecht, Mike Cherry, Lenora Cherry, Tina Cruse, Ed Santiago, Marlene Stewart, 
Rod Stewart, Betty Gleason, Amy Mullikin, Su Gundry, Pam Harker, Becky Mootz, 
Tara Teasdale.   

Meeting was called to order at 7pm by Dan Verdegan. 

Dan explained the only thing on the agenda was the Voting of Eddie Santiago for 
Pastoral Candidate. He then led us in prayer. 

APPOINTING OF RECORDING SECRETARY: It was motioned by Sarah Santiago to 
make Becky Upmann the recording secretary. Pam Harker 2

nd
 it. It was approved to 

appoint Becky Upmann for the recording secretary.  

Dan gave a sermon on being a pastor.  

Dan asked Dawn Gobrecht, SPRC Chair about the nomination. She explained that it 
was a unanimous vote to have Ed continue his calling as a pastor. They approved 
him for a Pastoral Candidate. 

Pastor Jeff gave his recommendation of Ed, to continue his calling in the church. 

Dan read Ed the questions from the form. Ed answered all the questions. 

Everyone did their votes. 

Dan went through the votes. 

It was unanimous vote for Ed to be a pastoral candidate. 

Motion to adjourn by Lisa Diedrich, seconded by Lee Gill.  

Meeting adjourned. 

Submitted by: Becky Upmann 
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Wednesday Night Ministry:  It 
Keeps Growing!  

Wednesday nights at CUMC have been rock-
ing!  We averaged 62 people for dinner and 75 
for worship.  We begin our Wednesday evenings 
with dinner at 5:30 followed by worship at 6:30.   
 

So many people have made this ministry possi-
ble in its first year, so I wanted to take a minute to 
do some praising God for our Wednesday help-
ers.  Many thanks to Dawn Gobrecht, who helped 
with the shopping for our dinners.  Our chefs and 
servers and cleaners were Kristin Robbins, Ja-
mie Roberts, Garrison Wright, Leann 
Wurtzbacher, Sarah Santiago, Becky Upmann 
and Dawn Gobrecht.  Our children's time leaders 
were Jacklyn Wood and Linda Dillon with assis-
tants Kristin Robbins, Jadyn Meyer and Garrison 
Wright.   
 

Some good news:  WEDNESDAY DINNER AND 
SERVICE AT CUMC WILL CONTINUE 
THROUGH THE SUMMER!   
 

JoAnn Meyer 

May Worship 
 

May 1 & 4 
No Partiality in Christ: the 
Second Chapter of James 
Part 3: Keeping the Great-

est Commandment 
 

James 2:8-11 
  

May 8 & 11 
No Partiality in Christ: the 
Second Chapter of James 

Part 4: Faith in Word & 
Deed 

 

James 2:12-13 
 

May 15 & 18 
Good Thing God Doesn’t 

Take Summers Off 
 

Pentecost Acts 2:1-21 
 

May 22 & 25 
Summer of Psalms 

Part 1:  Prayers for Me 
 

Psalms 3, 7-8 
 

May 29 & June 1 
Summer of Psalms 

Part 2: Praise for God’s 
help In My Life 

 

Psalms 30, 34 

Brooklyn Capp 
(daughter of Amber & Brandon Capp) 

In April 
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From Our Parish Nurse…... 
May is Bike Safety Month! 

Bicycle riding is fun, healthy, and a great way to be independent. But it is important to re-

member that a bicycle is not a toy; it’s a vehicle! Be cool – follow some basic safety tips 

when you ride. Safe Riding Tips Before using your bicycle: 

 Make sure it is ready to ride. You should always inspect your bike to make sure all parts 

are secure and working properly. 

 Remember to:  Wear a Properly Fitted Bicycle Helmet. Protect your brain, save your life! 

 Adjust Your Bicycle to Fit. Stand over your bicycle. There should be 1 to 2 inches be-

tween you and the top bar if using a road bike and 3 to 4 inches if a mountain bicycle. 

The seat should be level front to back. The seat height should be adjusted to allow a 

slight bend at the knee when the leg is fully extended. The handlebar height should be at 

the same level with the seat.  

 Check Your Equipment. Before riding, inflate tires properly and check that your brakes 

work. 

  See and Be Seen. Whether daytime, dawn, dusk, foul weather, or at night, you need to 

be seen by others. Wearing white has not been shown to make you more visible. Rather, 

always wear neon, fluorescent, or other bright colors when riding day or night. Also wear 

something that reflects light, such as reflective tape or markings, or flashing lights. Re-

member, just because you can see a driver doesn’t mean the driver can see you.  

 Control Your Bicycle. Always ride with at least one hand on the handlebars. Carry books 

and other items in a bicycle carrier or backpack.  

 Watch for and Avoid Road Hazards. Be on the lookout for hazards such as potholes, bro-

ken glass, gravel, puddles, leaves, and dogs. All these hazards can cause a crash. If you 

are riding with friends and you are in the lead, yell out and point to the hazard to alert the 

riders behind you.  

 Many bicycle-related crashes resulting in injury or death are associated with the bicyclist’s 

behavior, including such things as not wearing a bicycle helmet, riding into a street with-

out stopping, turning left or swerving into traffic that is coming from behind, running a stop 

sign, and riding the wrong way in traffic.  

 Go With the Traffic Flow. Ride on the right in the same direction as other vehicles. Go 

with the flow – not against it. Obey All Traffic Laws. A bicycle is a 

vehicle and you’re a driver. When you ride in the street, obey all 

traffic signs, signals, and lane markings.   

 You need your ears to hear traffic and avoid dangerous situations; 

don’t wear headphones when you ride. 
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A Note on Borrowing Church Furniture 
As garage sale and graduation party season approaches, the church 

will be getting numerous requests from people wanting to use tables and 
chairs for their events.  If you are thinking about using them, please contact 

either Eugene Uehling (608-347-4188) or Pam Harker 608-482-1579). 
They will discuss costs, check the church calendar for availability, 

and make the necessary arrangements. 

The people you love need the transforming grace that only Jesus Christ can bring.  
Invite the people you love to Jesus! 

 Children less than 10 years old are not mature enough to make the decisions necessary 

to safely ride in the street.  Children less than 10 years old are better off riding on the 

sidewalk.  For anyone riding on a sidewalk check the law in your State or jurisdiction to 

make sure sidewalk riding is allowed.  

 Enter a street at a corner and not between 

parked cars. Alert pedestrians that you are near 

by saying, “Excuse me,” or, “Passing on your 

left,” or use a bell or horn.  

 

SUMMER IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER! 

STAY SAFE AND HAVE FUN! 

 

Reference:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)   

www.nhtsa.dot.gov 

 This page is provided by our Parish   
 Nurse for Centenary UMC: 
 

 Marlene Stewart, RN, BSN, PN, WCC 
 (608) 293-1193  
 

 Please feel free to call her with any   
 health questions you might have. 
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19   Becky Upmann 
19   Caleb Arteaga 
19  Helen Edge 
20   Rachel Smith 
21  Serenity Diedrich 
22  Pearl Wurtzbacher 
23   Reid Gill 
23  Todd Strang 
23  Ryan Teasdale 
23  Chris Teutschmann 
24  Bronson Ubersox 
25   Levi Curran 
25   Heather Ortiz 
25  Kay Shepard 
26  Elizabeth Farrey 
26  Amy Mullikin 
27  Kayla Jacobson 
28  Shirley Coy 
28  Arlene Mauk 
29  Matt Harker 
29   Ruth Ann Teutschmann 
29  LeAnn Wurtzbacher 
31 Jason Unbehaun 

1  Gavin Ubersox 
1 Elliott Searles 
1  Garrett Ray 
2  Levi Busch 
2 Jasmine Hawk 
3 Bernadine Salathe 
3 Elizabeth Martin 
4  Jackie Heinberg 
4 Natalie Searles 
5 Dan Morrissey 
5 Trista Starr 
6  Jaidyn Strang 
7  Emily Gratz 
7 Onnalysse Lyne 
7    Rick McDermott 
9  Susan Morrissey 
12  Shaun Hoey 
14  Riley Gobrecht 
14 Lucas Adams 
14  Mackenzie Milestone 
16 Justin Ahlstrom 
17  Brittany Foley 
17 Camden Schwartz 
17  Lorri McGranahan 

May Birthdays 

May Ann iv e r sar i e s  
9     John & Pam Harker   
11   Eugene & Cherie Uehling  
24   Ken & Shirley Coy     
25   Greg & Brenda Mullikin 

26   Tim & Rita Crotty 
27   Lois & Art Finnigan 
31  Larry & Ruth Cherrey 
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The   
Chimes 

Centenary United Methodist Church    Non-Profit Org 
226 West Church Street      U.S. Postage Paid 
P.O. Box 127       Shullsburg, WI  53586 
Shullsburg, WI  53586-0127     Permit No.12 
 
         Address Service Requested 

Saturday Evening Lay-Led      
worship at 7:00    

Sunday Morning Hymn 
Worship Service at 9:00 - 
music by Tina Cruse 

Sunday Morning Praise 
Worship Service at 10:30 - 
music by Ed Santiago 

Wednesday Night Praise 
Worship Service at 6:30 - 
music by Ed Santiago   

A Vision For Our Church 
 

"Centenary UMC will continue to be THE place to be for weekend worship.  People will often drive 
by this church and think, 'That place is packed:  I wonder what I’m missing?'  Through our church 
culture and worship atmosphere we will provide the spiritual spark for people to see God in their 

daily lives and grow in their understanding, ministry and faithful relationship with Him.” 


