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The people you love need the transforming grace that only Jesus Christ can bring.  
Invite the people you love to Jesus! 
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New Heights with Pastor Jeff 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

How do you properly thank someone?  Some might say you send a pri-
vate thank you card, some might publically acknowledge and thank 
someone for something they did at a gathering of some kind. Others 
might give financial support to that person or something that is im-
portant to them as a sign of appreciation. While others may offer to help 
that person out of their gratitude. 

How do we thank God? The answer if all of the above.  

When we reach a point of maturity in our faith that we realize it is God that has given 
us this life and everything in it; that we owe and completely depend on Him and who 
He is in every aspect of our life and every breath we breathe, that is when we can fol-
low Paulôs advice in 1 Thessalonians. Paul writes in his first letter to the Christians of 
the church in Thessalonica in 5:16: ñRejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is Godôs will for you in Christ Jesus.ò 

God loves it when we prayerfully and privately thank Him. God loves it when we stand 
up and praise Him publically for all He has done for us in worship. God is pleased 
when we financially support and offer donations to His church and the ministry of His 
Son Jesus Christ that is so important to Him (and, thus, should be to us). God delights 
in calling us as individual Christians and as a church to help Him carry out His plan to 
save every soul in this world and have us play our parts and fill our roles by discerning 
and then following His will. 

I urge you this Thanksgiving to, in addition to your family traditions of gathering, eating 
and taking a moment to be thankful for what you have, that you reflect on how well 
you follow Paulôs advice and continually thank God for all He is and Has done for us. 
In what ways are we as individuals and as a church thanking Him for all He has done 
for us through His Son Jesus Christ and the power of His Holy Spiritéand maybe how 
we could, perhaps, work on thanking him continually a little more often? 

Have a blessed, safe and joyful Thanksgiving! 

In Christ, 

PJ 

P.S.  By participating in all the aspect of the Thanksgiving Day of Prayer on November 
7
th
 and then attending worship that week, you will thank God by doing all that we dis-

cussed above.  
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Finance News 
Why are pledge cards important?  What does the church need to know NOW what I 
plan to give in 2016?   
 

Trust me when I say we don't ask people to fill out 2016 pledge cards without really 
needing the information.  Pledge cards give the finance committee information need-
ed to prepare the 2016 annual budget requested by the conference.  We need an 
idea of how much money we will have to work with in 2016.  The church's monthly 
"income" is not regular, predictable or sometimes dependable.  My long-time involve-
ment in church finance has truly taught me the power of both prayer and faith, and I 
am asking you to pray about your giving in 2016.   
 

Pledge cards are not binding promises ï if you pledge to give $100 a month to the 
church and at the end of 2016 you have given less than your pledge, we will not send 
you a bill.  Your pledge gives the finance committee an idea of what you expect to be 
able to give in the next year.  It also makes you think about how important your 
church is to you and where it sits in relation to your other financial commitments.  No 
dollar amount is too small to be a pledge for 2016.  God knows what you can afford 
and all gifts are gratefully received.  The finance committee only receives information 
about the dollar amount of the pledges; we never know the names of who has turned 
in a pledge card.   
 

If you are interested in how money is spent at CUMC, you may obtain a copy of the 
monthly church finance paperwork at any finance committee meeting held the second 
Monday of each month at 6 p.m. prior to the monthly church council meeting.  You 
may also request a copy from the church office, or you can contact me with any ques-
tions.  Thank you for your support and interest in the financial future of CUMC. 
 

Tina Cruse, Finance Chair 
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Open Hearts     Open Minds     Open Doors 
 

We are the people of the United Methodist Church! 

Upcoming Events 

October Statistics 

Centenary UMC At A Glance 

Attendance: 
(Sat 7, Sun 9 & 10:30, Wed 630) 

Oct 3, 4 & 7        5, 20, 115, 43  

Oct 10, 11 & 14          9, 14, 59, 46 

Oct 17, 18 & 21        10, 23, 77, 66 

Oct 24, 25 & 28         9, 22, 78, 38 

Total Offering: 
(Regular Offering not earmarks) 

Oct 3, 4 & 7               $1,909 

Oct 10, 11 & 14        $2,015 

Oct 17, 18 & 21       $1,615 

Oct 24, 25 & 28           $3,074 

Upcoming Sermon Series 
This Advent (beginning the week of Sunday, November 29 through Christmas) we will 
be discerning from God how to fill in the cracks in our 
local community that appear like the cracks in the ice 
during winter.  These cracks are the places where our 
brothers and sisters in this community become sepa-
rated or isolated from others because of their physical, 
emotional and/or spiritual needs.  By filling in these 
cracks as individual Christians and as a church in this 
community, we pray that the joy and blessing of Christ-
mas cannot only be revealed but celebrated by everyone!  The birth of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ was the most loving and hope-inspiring gift ever given!  Which is 
why this Christmas season Pastor Jeff will be giving a sermon series about taking the 
celebration of Christmas out of our church sanctuary and homes.  Instead, we will cel-
ebrate Christmas by filling in the cracks created by these needs in order to bring eve-
ryone in our community back together in peace, love and hope.  Come as you are, no 
judgment, only grace to be a part of Centenary UMCôs Christmas That Fills the 
Cracks this year for Christmas 2015. 
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Holy Communion & Potluck November 1 
In the interest of creating more opportunities for members and friends of Centenary 

UMC to build and grow in relationships with each other, we will now have 
a potluck lunch the first Sunday of every month after the 10:30 a.m. wor-
ship service.  The next monthly potluck will be Sunday, November 1.  
Each family is asked to bring a dish to pass and their own table settings 
(plates, cups, napkins, silverware). 

Thanksgiving Day of Prayer 
Saturday, November 7 

8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for you and your family to sign up to come and 
pray for Centenary UMC for a half-hour time slot during the Thanksgiving Day of Pray-
er. 

In addition, there will be two offering plates set up in the Narthex during this time.  One 
will be for your 2016 Stewardship Pledge Cards, which will be mailed out with the No-
vember newsletter.  Please pray and see what God is 
calling you to give, whether a set amount for the year 
on a monthly or weekly basis as well as whether He is 
asking for you to increase your financial support of 
CUMC this year.  In order to financially plan for 2016, 
the Finance Committee would greatly appreciate if all 
pledge cards be brought in on the Day of Prayer, dur-
ing worship services that weekend, or mailed to the 
church office (through the 11th). 

The second offering plate will be for anyone who has been blessed this year and feels 
called by God to make a Holiday Gift or offering beyond their normal giving.  These 
gifts will also count towards 2015 tax deductions.  

Let us, by the grace of God, through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit start 
the program year off right with this incredibly important and holy time of prayer and 
stewardship.  Come, be a part of the 2nd Annual Thanksgiving Day of Prayer at Cen-
tenary UMC. If you are unable to attend please bring your Pledge card to Worship with 
you during the week.  

Thanksgiving 
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Special Needs Children Support Group 
Centenary United Methodist Church will be hosting the monthly meeting of the 
Shullsburg Family/Parents of Special Needs Children Support Group.  These monthly 
meetings will be held the last Wednesday of each month throughout the school year.  
The next meeting will be November 25.  A 30-minute social time will open the 
meeting, followed by discussion/presentation of a topic.  Meetings will start at 7 pm, 
in the Serenity Room, in the upper level.  Please contact Jacinda Gunnell with any 
questions, at jacindagunnell@gmail.com or 608-558-6409 (text or call). 

 
 
 
 

Potluck Dinner Wednesday, November 18 
5:30 p.m. Potluck 

6:30 p.m. Praise Service  
including the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

This yearôs Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner will be Wednesday, November 18 at 5:30. 
The Fellowship Group will be serving the traditional 
turkey and fixings; please bring a side dish or dessert 
if you are able. Come share in a wonderful meal.  

The dinner is open to the public, so tell your friends 
and neighbors to come and enjoy a time of food, fun 
and friends. Then stay for the wonderful Wednesday 
Night Service and Childrenôs Church. 

There will be a sign-up 
sheet in the back of the 
sanctuary for items need-
ed for the dinner.  If you 
are able to purchase 
something, please put 
your name on the sheet. 
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Thursday, December 10 
Auction 6:00 p.m. 

 

Itôs time once again to start thinking about the Holiday Auction!  This year it will be on 
December 10th for an evening of bidding, fellowship, fun, and bargains at the holiday 
auction. For the auction, we are asking for donations of usable household items, 
crafts, handmade items, baked or canned goods, gift baskets, business donations, 
etc. to make for an interesting and successful auction.  Please bring your items to the 
downstairs Fellowship Hall after Sunday, November 22 but no later than Sunday, De-
cember 6.   

The auction is open to the public, so tell your friends 
and neighbors to come get a jump start on their 
Christmas shopping and support Centenary at the 
same time!  Auction proceeds support our general 
missions and ministry. For more information please 
contact the church office at 608-965-3455. 

Join us for a fun night. 
There will be a Small Meal 
available for purchase from 
the Fellowship Group 

Advent by Candlelight 
Save the date for our 3rd annual Women's Advent by Candlelight coming in Decem-

ber (date to be announced soon).  Watch our Facebook page for more infor-

mation.  Join us for a fun evening of worship, singing, beautifully decorated tables, 

and delicious desserts served by the men of our church.  If you would like to deco-

rate and host a table, please contact the church office at 965-3455.  To host a table, 

all you need to do is decorate a table for 8 people with your favorite Christmas decor 

and varying sizes of candles to light it.  Then invite 

7 friends to join you.  It's that simple!  The entire 

room will be lit by candles as we listen to 9 lessons 

and carols as we prepare our hearts for the Advent 

season.  Please contact JoAnn Meyer at 965-4576 

if you have any questions or would like more de-

tails.  Hope to see you there! 

JoAnn Meyer 

One of the beautiful tables from a 
past year. 


