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Greetings, 

As I venture into stores I can't help but see Halloween decorations and items 
nearly everywhere. This has made me think about the fact that there are some 
in this world, myself included, who like to be scared on occasion. The populari-
ty of scary movies, haunted houses and the like demonstrate this appreciation 
for being scared.  

This type of artificial fear is decidedly difference then real fear. Artificial fear gives us a momentary 
jolt, but we know that life will return to normal in mere moments. Real fear takes hold of our soul in 
such a way that we do not know when we will escape.  Thankfully, we have a God who is there with 
us in the midst of all that life brings, good and bad.  With God beside us, we can choose to give up 
the fear and trust in God.   

I recently ran across a poem that Iôd like to share in closing, 

In the Shadows of the Unknown 
Horror movies are never set in the light of day 
 sure there are scenes played in brightness 
But the terror, 
 the jump-out-of-your-skin, shrieking type terror 
Takes place in the dark, in the night 
 in the shadows of the unknown 
Real life, it seems to me, isnôt much different 
 it is in the dark that the monsters come to visit 
One dares not sleep, lest they invite the boogeyman in 
 of course, sleep is inevitable 
One may try as hard as one might 
 but the night overtakes us all 
The enemy is oneôs mind 
 for it is the mind that opens the door for the creatures 
Not creatures like in the movies 
 rather beings a bit more diabolical 
The hurts and fears of the past, 
 the lost and broken dreams 
Come back to bear their teeth 
 seeking fresh blood from your soul 
Concern about the future and whether or not 
 the hopes and dreams youôve long desired will ever come true 
Doubt about who you are and what youôre doing 
 is the right path being followed? 
Hundreds of monsters ranging in size and ferocity 
 from minor nuisances to major stressors 
Taunt you and thank you for visiting 
 ñplease come again ï it was our pleasure to torment youò 
Eventually the night passes, the monsters fade 
 and one might even see brief glimpses of hope creeping their way in 
Yet you know, deep within your soul 
 that the real monsters lie in the dark; waiting, waiting 
Lord be here 
 take their power away, grant some peace to those of us who battle the monsters 
 

Until Next Time, 

Pastor Stanton  
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September Statistics 

                      Attendance:      Weekly 

(Sat 7, Sun 9 & 10:30, Wed 6:30)                 Totals 

Sept 1, 2 & 5     16, 38, 10 64 

Sept 8, 9 & 12     15, 9, 36, 10 70 

Sept 15, 16 & 19     6, 12, 24, 8 50 

Sept 22, 23 & 26              11, 13, 27, 6 57 

Sept 29, 30, & Oct 3  not available 

Total Offering:  
(regular offering, not earmarks) 

Sept 1, 2 & 5       $2,400 

Sept 8, 9 & 12                 1,951 

Sept 15, 16 & 19         2,308 

Sept 22, 23 & 26                 1,201 

Sept 29, 30 & Oct 3    not available 

Centenary UMC at a Glance 

Enjoy the Convenience of  

Electronic Giving 
The Finance Committee would like to remind you 
that we offer electronic giving as a way to auto-
mate your regular weekly offering. Not only is 
electronic giving from a checking or savings ac-
count convenient for individual congregation 
members, but it also provides much-needed do-
nation consistency for our church. 

As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving.   

Confirmation Class Schedule for 2018-2019  
(for students just entering confirmation program) 

  

September 16,  November 4, January 13, March 10, May 5 
*all classes begin at noon and end at 2 p.m.* 

 

 
Confirmation Service for Students who started with Pastor Jeff  

will be Wednesday, January 23, 2019. 
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Stewardship News 
Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity 

One of Jesusô great teaching parables involves a sower who cast seed along the 
ground.  The sower hoped the seeds would sprout, grow, and bear good fruit.  Some 
seeds did just that, producing a great harvest.  But others, Jesus said, fell among 
thorns and, though they began to grow, these good plants were quickly choked out. 
Jesus said the thorns were ñthe cares of the world and the lure of wealthò (Matthew 
13:22). 

In a culture where having ñenoughò seems to have become a never-ending pursuit, 
Jesusô parable remains incredibly relevant.  Many of us are chasing the American 
dream in ways that lead to stress, anxiety, and fearðthorns that can rob us of the abil-
ity to enjoy the abundant lives of purpose that God intended for us. 

All of us have struggled with these issues at one time or another.  They are important 
issues that we cannot ignore.  This is why, during October and November, we will be 
having a churchwide study and worship emphasis called Enough:  Discovering Joy 
Through Simplicity and Generosity.  During this time, we will explore what the Bible 
teaches us about financial management through corporate worship and small group 
study.  Weôll hear expert advice and stories about what others have learned by work-
ing through financial challenges.  Each week we will provide you with some practical 
tools you can use to assess your financial situation and develop a financial plan with a 
biblical foundation.  

At the conclusion of the emphasis, we will have the opportunity to make personal 
commitments of our offerings to God through our church in the coming year.  We will 
consecrate these commitments in the worship service on two consecutive weeks. 
(See the schedule that below.) 

I hope you will join us in the coming weeks as we look at how we can manage our fi-
nancial resources and truly experience simplicity, generosity, and joy. 

 

         October 7 & 10   ñWhen Dreams Become Nightmaresò 
      October 14 & 18   ñWisdom and Financeò 
      October 21 & 24   ñCultivating Contentmentò 
      October 28 & 31   ñDefined by Generosityò 
      November 4 & 7   Small Group Study Ends 
      November 11 & 14   Consecration Day 1 
      November 17   Consecration Day 2 
      November 25 & 28   Celebration Sunday 
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Upcoming Events 

October Worship 

 

October 7 & 10 
Taken For Granted? 
Job 1:1, 2:1-10 

 

October 14 & 17 
Guest Preacher 

 
 

October 21 & 24 
How Deep 
Job 38:1-7 

 

October 28 & 31 
Time to Bring in A Professional 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
 

Sunday, October 28 
11:45 a.m. 

 

St. Francis of Assisi is attributed to have been 
a great lover of animals and treated all of 
Godôs creation as sacred.  In celebration of 
our non-human companions, we invite you to 
bring your animals to church for a special 
blessing on Sunday, October 15 at 11:45 a.m.  
We welcome all feathery, furry, scaly, warm-
blooded and cold-blooded friends of all 
shapes and sizes (animals should be in carri-
ers or on leashes to assure nothing is going 
to startle them and cause them to run away in 
a strange neighborhood).  The brief group 
blessing (outdoors on the church lawn) will 
take only a few minutes.  If in addition to that 
you want an individual blessing for your pet, 
that will take place immediately afterward.  (In 
case of rain, we will head into Fellowship 
Hall.)  Please call the church office if you 
have any questions. Youth Group News 

Calling all youth grades 6-12!  Youth 
group meets EVERY SUNDAY!  Bring 
your friends, and weôll see you there!    

October 7:  6:00 at church 

October 14:  leave at 11:45 for  
         pumpkin patch 

October 21:  6:00 at church 

October 28:  6:00 at church 

Youth Group Leaders & Volunteers  
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Annual Church Conference 
Sunday, October 28    1:00 p.m. 

This year our Annual Church Conference, usually held in November, will be conduct-
ed together with other churches in our circuit (like last year) at Cuba City Methodist 
Church, for those who wish to attend.  Please let the church office know if you wish 
to attend so we have proper seating and materials available. 

Wednesday, November 14 

5:30 p.m. Potluck    6:30 p.m. Praise Service  
including the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

This yearôs Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner will be Wednesday, November 14 at 5:30.  
The Fellowship Group will be serving the traditional turkey and fixings; please bring a 
side dish or dessert if you are able, and come share in a wonderful meal.  (There will 
be a sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary for items needed for the dinner.  If you 
are able to purchase something, please put your name on the sheet.) 

The dinner is open to the public, so tell your friends and neighbors to come and enjoy 
a time of food, fun and friends.  Then stay for the Wednesday Night Service. 




