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”Sharz’ng God’s love to change the world by making disciples of Jesus”
2024 Vision of CUMC: “Be a welcoming community for all, worshipping

together at God’s house”

(To have more than 50 at each service)
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It is not expected to refer to topics concerning how God reveals him-
self to us through Creation. Since | have studied Theology, | have
found it too anthropocentric, too arrogant, as if it were assuming that
the human being is only the center of everything and that God only cares about human
beings. However, by doing this, we miss essential elements in our reflection about God
and how God reveals himself to us. Of course, the Revelation of God par excellence is
his Incarnation. Christians understand that the Revelation of God par excellence is
through Jesus Christ, and in him, the Lord has provided everything necessary for our
salvation, understood also as the restoration of the Image of God in us that was dis-
torted and continues to be so by selfishness, by the denial of ourselves as creatures of
our Creator.

The Pauline school says in Colossians 1:15, referring to Jesus Christ, "He is the image
of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation." Jesus Christ is God's revelation and
is God himself. Our tradition considers the Holy Scriptures, Tradition, Reason, and Ex-
perience to be the sources of that revelation. Some people add Creation or Nature as
one of the sources of God's Revelation.

| also treat Creation or Nature as a Source of God's Revelation. Psalm 19:1-4 says:
"The heavens declare the glory of God, the firmament proclaims the work of his hands.
2 Day to day they proclaim their news, night to night they share their knowledge. 3
Without words, without language, without a voice to be heard, 4 their voice resounds
throughout the earth, their words reach to the ends of the world!"

This is magnificent poetry; the heavens and the firmament have their own language
that can be heard if we pay attention. Therefore, in our busy lives, we must try to listen
to nature; it not only speaks to us about itself, but above all, it reveals God to us and
invites us to praise God. This invitation is taken up by the apostle Paul in Romans
1:20: "20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities, his eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood from what He has made,
so that no one is without excuse."

And from the greatness and beauty of all creatures, we can reflect and learn some of
the attributes of the One who gave them being. Indeed, nature is a great teacher, and
paradoxically, Christians take it very little into account. One reason | am a Methodist is
that John Wesley gave great importance to Creation; his Sermon 60, "The Universal
Liberation," is one of my favorites. He wrote about the role of animals in the new Crea-
tion; few know that John Wesley wrote more about the respect and care that we owe
to all living beings - including those that we humans, in our arrogance, despise the
most - than St. Francis of Assisi himself.

He, for example, prevented the children of the Methodists from mistreating animals
and even trampling on insects for pleasure, for supposed fun. Before feeding himself
or resting after his long days on horseback to announce the Gospel, he would person-
ally take care of his horse or ask that it receive the pertinent care before the famous
preacher.
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Therefore, beloved brothers and sisters, | invite you to continue responding affirma-
tively to the Grace of God through Jesus Christ, meditating on the Holy Scriptures,
learning, and having as an example others who have experienced Jesus Christ in Tra-
dition, that is, in community life and personally using our reasoning. And also, as we
reflect today, we must be more in contact with Creation, because as the biblical text
that we are studying says, which is illuminating us today in Romans 1:20: "20 For
since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine
nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what he has made, so that no

one is without excuse. Pastor Jorge
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E Just a quick reminder that Pastor Jonge does uot live at the

N

parsonage. [ty you need Rim, please email, text, or call Rim.
He is liviug with Ris wife i the Lancaster parsouage.

] 0
Upcoming Events
T —
Pastor Jorge leads worship for community residents. You are
welcome to join and spend time sharing God’s love.
Tuesday, Oct. 1 - Shullsburg Home - 10:00 a.m.

\ Tuesday, Oct. 22 - Lafayette Manor - 10:30 a.m. /

(m

Mommg Accountable 8
Leadership Board Meeting ‘?‘

Tuesday, October 15
6:00 p.m. in the Serenity Room

W
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\ Amnal Churel Coufrerence
< Saturday, November 16 10.00 a.m.

This year our Annual Church Conference will be held November 16 in the Fellowship
Hall. Rev. Amanda Stein will be presiding. All are welcome to attend, but to ensure
we have enough packets, please let the office know in advance you are attending the
meeting.

Meeﬁmgs and Mews

Retined & Ke-Cfined Small Group

Welcome to October, the true start of the harvest season! We are lucky to live where
an unseen hand works day and night to paint new colors everywhere we look. The
cooler nights are appreciated, too. Thanks be to God for the changing beauty around
us!

The next meeting of The Retired & Re-fired Group will be on October 14 at noon in
the Serenity Room upstairs. Please bring your own lunch. Coffee, tea, and a dessert
will be provided. We'll share lunch, get caught up with each other, and pray for our
friends celebrating birthdays and anniversaries and for those who

need healing. Then we’ll enjoy a new episode of The Chosen. | look o
forward to seeing you there!

In the meantime, may the Lord bless and guide you.

Mang Genslen, Retired & Re-Fired Small Group Leader

The Retired & Re-Fired Group
Centenary United Methodist Church

“Hellowship Group Mews

Our Fall Pasty Bake will be Saturday, October 26. You can order using a form availa-
ble at church, by calling the office at 965-3455, or comment on the Facebook
post. We will begin prepping pasty ingredients and setting up at 2:30 on Friday, Oc-
tober 25. On Saturday we will begin the day at 6:30 a m. Many hands make light
work. Get your orders in before they sell out!

Pawm Hanken, Fellowship Chair PASTY BAKE
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WEDNE )

YOUTH
CONNECTION

Join us every Wednesday Night for Youth Connection and Youth Group. All ages
are welcome to join! We will start with a meal and fellowship at 6:00 p.m. in the
church basement. Then we will break into age groups to do a lesson/activities from
6:30-7:00 p.m. Bring your friends, too!

Adult If Adults are interested in attending a class while the kids
BOOk do theirs, Art Finnigan leads an Adult class at 6:00 p.m. in

the Serenity Room.
Study '



October 2024 Page 6

Gomg /ZlboUe and Begomd 0s Stewands ofy CUMO
E} ood PQWUL% G(Umg

We had 3 items donated for our September collection.
For the month of October we are collecting Cereal. Dis-
tribution will be on Thursday, October 17.

October Missional Giving A

Mission money collected this month will go to the

Food Pantry. This helps them to get more food
each month. They have been low on donations @@
recently and could use all the help they can get

with the winter months coming up. PANTR

o

" Join us on Sunday mornings before worship for coffee and
%%)1651 :I%IJSF'IE):IE{: fellowship. Coffee, tea, and milk along with a light snack will
: be served from 10:00-10:30 a.m. every Sunday.
EEL HIP

If you feel called to sign up for a Sunday, please see the sign
-up sheet on the back table or contact the team leader Mary
| Gensler.

ﬁl..‘g

Y

:00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000:
: Our intercessory prayer group is going well! Intercessory prayer is powerfull!! It's
$simple to join, just send your email address to Pam Teasdale at?
E pamteas@yousq.net!

¢ When we pray, God listens and works for us! The Lord is near to all who call on him,
 to all who call on him in truth (Psalms 145:18).

*As children of God, we are connected through our prayers for each other in Christ.
: ¢ Feel free to submit as many prayer requests as you like!

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

1222222222222 2222 2 2

Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors
\ We are the people of the United Methodist Church!
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Just Hauging Ou”

Once upon a time, there was a man who saw that it was a beautiful day outside, so he
decided to go for a walk. As he walked along through a local park, he looked at the
leaves on the trees that were changing colors; he watched the children playing with
glee; he looked at the beautiful blue sky that had a few clouds in it. As he was enjoy-
ing all of the lovely scenery, he forgot to look where he was walking and he fell off the
edge of a cliff. While falling, he began to reach for anything that would stop his plum-
met towards demise, when his hands happened upon a tree root that was sticking out
of the side of the cliff. He held on to that tree root with all of his might and yelled out
to the top of the cliff, “Help me! Is anyone out there?” An anonymous voice from
above replied, “Yes, | am here. | am the Lord. Do you believe me?” The man in des-
peration, called out, “Yes Lord, | believe you. Please help me!” The mysterious voice
then instructed the man saying, “Okay, if you truly believe that | am the Lord, then let
go of the root you're hanging from, and | will save you.” After a brief pause to think
about his options, the man looked upward and yelled, “Is anyone else up there?”

Many times in life, we can feel like the man hanging on for dear life with nothing below
us but destruction. Our lives are overflowing with commitments, our families demand
our time, and any number of challenges can push us to the edge of our own personal
cliffs. During times of heavy demands and personal crisis we may wonder where God
comes in as we struggle. These are times that often challenge our faith.

In these times, it may be helpful to remember Jesus’ parting words to his disciples, as
he addresses our doubts as well. He says, “And remember, | am with you always, to
the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20). We are promised that throughout our lives, in
the hard and happy times, Christ will be with us. This doesn’t mean that he will solve
all of our problems with the wave of a magic wand. What it does mean is that God will
always be with us, weathering life’s storms with us, giving us strength to move forward
in difficult times, and opening up opportunities for us when we need them. What is im-
portant for us to remember throughout our entire lives is that the Lord wants to be in
relationship with us, and is always there waiting for us to turn to God in prayer.

~ Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

o O-r Wissiow Fialement

Sharing God's love to change the world by making disciples of Jesus Christ.
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“From Our Panish Nurse. . ...

October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month

October was first declared as National Domestic Violence Awareness Month in 19809.
Domestic violence is prevalent in every community and affects all people regardless of
age, socio-economic status, sexual orientation, gender, race, religion, or nationality.
There are five types of domestic violence, and they are psychological, physical, sexu-
al, financial, and emotional. Physical violence is often followed after emotionally abu-
sive and controlling behavior as part of a larger, systematic pattern of dominance and
control. Domestic violence can result in physical injury, psychological trauma, and
even death. The devastating consequences of domestic violence can cross genera-
tions and last a lifetime.

According to the National Child Traumatic Stress Network, although there has been
considerable progress in reducing domestic violence, an average of 20 people are
physically abused by intimate partners every minute. This equates to more than 10
million abuse victims annually. 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men have been physically
abused by an intimate partner, and 1 in 5 women and 1 in 7 men have been severely
physically abused by an intimate partner. Millions of Americans live in daily, silent fear
within their own homes. In addition, every year millions of children are exposed to do-
mestic violence. Domestic violence incidents affect every person within a home and
can have long-lasting negative effects on children's emotional well-being, and social
and academic functioning.

Signs of abuse are not always as obvious as you might think. That’s because domes-
tic abuse is about controlling someone’s mind and emotions as much as hurting their
body. Being abused can leave you scared and confused. It can be hard for you to
see your partner’s actions for what they really are.

Signs of Abuse

Usually, physical abuse isn’t what comes first. The abuse can creep up slowly. A put-
down here or there. An odd excuse to keep you away from family or friends. The vio-
lence often ramps up once you've been cut off from other people. By then, you feel
trapped. If you're afraid of your partner, that’s a big red flag. You may be scared to
say what you think, to bring up certain topics, or to say no to sex. No matter the rea-
son, fear has no place in a healthy relationship.

If you feel like you’re being abused, the following are some signs that may help you
identify your situation:

Your partner bullies, threatens, or controls you if they:
Accuse you of having an affair all the time so they need to know what you are doing
at all times.
Blame you for abuse.
Criticize you often and makes you feel worthless or unworthy.
Put you down on social media posts and humiliates you.



October 2024 Page 9

Tell you what to wear and how you should look.
Threaten to kill you or someone close to you.
Throw things or punches walls when angry.
Yell at you and makes you feel small.
Your partner controls your money if they:
Keep cash and credit cards from you.
Make you explain every dollar you spend and won'’t let you see any financial state-
ments.
Keep you from working or socializing so that you cannot make new friends.
Steals money from you or your friends.
Won't let you have money for basic needs like food and clothes.
Your partner cuts you off from family and friends if they:
Keep close tabs on where you go and whom you go with.
Make you ask for an OK to see friends and family.
Embarrass you in front of others, and it makes you want to avoid people.
Your partner physically abuses you if they:
Abandon you in a place you don’t know. For example, you get into an argument in
the car, and they make you get out and walk.
Attack you with weapons. Any object used to harm you is a weapon!
Keep you from eating, sleeping, or getting medical care.
Lock you in or out of your house.
Punch, push, kick, bite, pull hair, or physically hold you down.
Your partner sexually abuses you if they:
Force you to have sex.
Make you dress provocatively, and you don’t feel comfortable.
Make you feel like you owe them sex.
Try to give you a sexually transmitted disease on purpose.
Won’t use condoms or birth control after you have asked for them to be used.
Ways to Support Survivors of Domestic Violence
Whether you’re looking to support a friend, a family member, or your community at
large, here are four meaningful ways to help victims of domestic violence heal during
this important month and beyond:
1. Educate Yourself and Others
Take the time to educate yourself about the different types of abuse—physical,
emotional, sexual, financial, and psychological. Local resources like local shelters
and assistance providers in your community pro-

vide valuable information. Share what you learn| This page is provided by our
with your social circles to foster awareness and|Parish Nurse for Centenary UMC:
empathy. ~ The more we know, the better|yariene Stewart, MSN, PN, WCC
equipped we are to support those in need. (608) 293-1193

Please feel free to call her with
any health questions you might
have.
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2. Listen Without Judgment
Leaving an abusive relationship is a highly personal decision, but all survivors bene-
fit from having trusted people during this time. Since those experiencing abuse are
often isolated by their abusers, it's imperative to know how to support survivors on
the path to safety. One of the most powerful things you can offer a domestic vio-
lence survivor is support. Here are some ways to support a survivor:
Create a safe space for them to share their experiences without fear of judgment or
blame.
Let them express their feelings while validating their emotions. Many victims feel
isolated and unheard; your willingness to listen can make a significant difference in
their healing journey.
Help them create a safety plan or know where to get help.

3. Encourage Professional Support

Domestic violence survivors are often left with emotional scars that outlast the phys-
ical effects. Some are at an increased risk of developing post-traumatic stress dis-
order, substance abuse, or other stress-related mental health issues. Counseling
and support from family and friends can help survivors break the isolation of domes-
tic violence. Healing from domestic violence often requires professional interven-
tion. In counseling sessions, survivors can share their feelings, thoughts, and fears
in a safe and confidential environment. Counselors are non-judgmental third-party
advisors who listen and assist survivors in working through their traumas.

In addition to coping with their remaining anxiety, trauma specialists can also help
survivors relieve stress and find ways to cope. You can assist by researching local
resources, offering to accompany them to appointments, or helping them find online
support communities. Professional guidance can provide victims with the tools they
need to rebuild their lives.

4. Raise Awareness and Advocate for Change
Remember, it is important to support survivors and victims of domestic violence not
just during this awareness month, but every day. Together, we can help their heal-
ing journey. Here are some ways you can raise awareness about domestic violence
and support survivors:
Participate in local events.
Donate your old electronics or hold a fundraiser in your community to support survi-
VOrs.
Request print materials or download digital materials to share with your networks.
Engage in social media campaigns and conversations.
Write to your local representatives about the importance of funding for shelters and
support services. By raising awareness and pushing for policy changes, you con-
tribute to a larger movement that seeks to end domestic violence and protect survi-
VOrs.
Educate yourself and others on domestic violence statistics and issues to better
support survivors. By speaking out and taking action we can help create a safer
and more supportive society for all.
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If you or someone you know is experiencing domestic violence there is help. Please
call one of the toll-free hotlines for support and information. The National Domestic
Violence Hotline has access to translators in over 200 languages. (800) 779-7233 or
text BEGIN to 88788, or Lafayette, Grant, and lowa Counties (800) 924-2624

References:
National Child Traumatic Stress Network -
https.//www.nctsn.org/resources/public-awareness/national-domestic-violence

National Domestic Abuse Hotline - https.//www.thehotline.org/

Social Care Institute for Excellence -
https.//www.scie.org.uk/safequarding/adults/preventing-abuse-neglect

WebMD - https://www.webmd.com/mental-health/mental-domestic-abuse

Worship service is recorded every Sunday and posted on the church Facebook
page. The Tech Team is in charge of recording & posting, if you would like to be part
of the team, please let Team Leader Jeremiah Diedrich know.
gl | addition to posting on Facebook we will now be posting the
WORSH'P weekly worship on our Website as well. It will be posted by
I \onday afternoon.

All change that is given in the offering plate on Sunday mornings will be given to the

Shullsburg Schools Helping Hands Fund. They help students who can’t afford things
such as school fees, activity fees, toiletries, etc. Please help us help the students of
our local school by giving your loose

change every Sunday. ﬁ[p@
] HELPING HANDS FUND

Q%}m With Sympathy

We mourn the loss of our church member Jack McCoy. Cards can be
sent to his wife Susan McCoy at )

2 Greenside Circle

(\  Verona, Wi 53593 e
but not Q_(\
QO/‘QOZ??% ~ D)
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Octoben Lectionany

October 6
20th Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday

o Job 1:1, 2:1-10
1 Jeremy Gratz 10 Charla Walker Psalm 26
1 Caiden Mootz 13 Luke Unbehaun Hebrews 1:1-4. 2:5-12
1 Kayla Olson 14 Gabriella McGovern Mark 10:2-16
6 Deb Edwards 24 Kerry Coppes
6 Laurel Hartung 28 Joe Diedrich Octoben 12
8 Karen Bode 28 Brenda Mullikin 21st Sunday after Pentecost
9 Eric Kudronowicz 31 Terry Hicks Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Psalm 22:1-15

Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

October 20
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Laity Sunday
: Job 38:1-7 (34-41)
1 Greg & Tina Cruse _
4 Steve & Sara Gierke Psallzn b1 04.1-59"1214(,) 35¢
10 Steve & Denise Leitzinger I\/? rke\f|V8-3.5 ;15
11 Dan & Linda Dillon ark 1u-so-
14 Joe & Lisa Diedrich
15 Tom & Sharon Teutschmann 23rd S gc’tObf? ZZ ¢ ¢
20 Mark & Leigh Lierman rd sunday arter Fentecos

Reformation Sunday
Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22)
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52
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Shullsburg, WI 53586-0127

Address Service Requested

worshup

10:30 In-Person &
Recovrded Service on

Facebook eacih
Sunday

f AL the Ways to Give to four Church \

Ways to give to the church include In-Person, Mailed, Electronic, and now Online
and Mobile. Recurring giving provides much-needed donation consistency for our
church. As you contemplate future contributions, please consider one of these as
your way to give. Authorization forms and additional information are available from
the church office.

To give online, visit https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZCNY

To give via Mobile app, find the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app in the
Apple store or Google Play; use our church code QFHQQW.

IN-PERSON/ v. A Nel oo -
k DROP OFF } < L Ll | VANGO. Mobilem
BY MAIL Giving App!

Y




